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So many calls come to us for extra copies of the 
various Concert Exercises printed in our columns, 
that we take pleasure in mentioning that the exercise 
on “ Christian Work,” which appears on another page 
of this issue, will be reprinted by Eben Shute, 36 
Bromfield Street, Boston, and that any number of 
copies of it can be obtained by application to him. 


We have reports of many thousands who united 
with the churches at the May communions. The 
larger part are from the Sunday-school. It is a 
question of great importance what their names are 
to represent to the churches. When one is received 
into a family, courtesy demands that he be welcomed 
by its members. Is it too much to ask of the mem- 
bers of the church to come forward and give a 
personal greeting, at the close of the communion, to 
those whom they have received into their family? 
These young men and women are not made at home 
by the mere formal, public reception. We have seen 
them standing by themselves, looked at but not 
touched, as the household they had entered filed 
silently out. One reason why so many in the 
churches are only boarders, is because they have 
been received as boarders. 

There is certainly cause for gratitude in the fact 
that the managers of the Permanent Exhibition in 
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Philadelphia have decided, by a unanimous vote, to 
keep their Exhibition closed on Sundays. There are 

men of character on that Board whose influence in 

favor of the right has been counted on from the start ; 

but the pressure has been so strong from outside to 

make a Sunday show of the affair, that the Christian | 
community has not been without anxiety as te the issue. | 
The result proves that the struggle of last year was | 
decisive for a longer time than was included in the 

question then under discussion. Intelligent men of 

capital have become convinced that those citizens 

whose support is essential to the success of a great 

industrial exhibition will not sustain it if it disregards 

the law and precedent and enlightened Christian sen- 

timent concerning the observance of one day in seven 

for rest and worship. 

It is annoying for a popular preacher to find three 
or four reports of one of his sermons in the city 
papers on @ Monday morning, neither report being 
like the others, nor yet like his utterances. But itis 
an aggravation of this wrong when he is called to 
account by half a dozen religious papers for some 
nonsensical or outrageous statement in one of these 
reports, and is told that, “since he has not seen fit to 
deny the statement, it must be accepted as a fair 
expression of his real opinions.” The wide-spread 
reporting of sermon “‘ outlines” in the secular papers, 
and by sermon periodicals, certainly evidences a de- 
mand for something in the line of local news and 
miscellany beyond police reports and sensational 
stories; but until this work is better done than it has 
been up to this time by the average reporter, little 
good is like to come of it. Indignation on the sub- 
ject is rising. The question is, Will the law of libel 
reach those editors who make a minister appear 
ridiculous, or heretical, or un-Christian, by their mis- 
representation of his sermons? 


And now for another great Sunday-school demon- 
stration. Ofcourse it is a product of Dr. Vincent's 
fertile brain. Time enough is taken for its perfect- 
ing, that it may fairly eclipse anything in its line the 
world has yet seen. The announcement comes 
across the continent of a grand Sunday-school As- 
sembly in the Yosemite Valley, in June, 1879. Its 
details are not yet reported, but it is easy to imagine 
them. Dr. Vincent will have his stand on the brow 
of El Capitan. His assistants, the leading Sunday- 
school men of the universe, will occupy the various 
peaks overlooking the valley. Below will be gath- 
ered a representative throng of workers from the 
four quarters of the globe. The telephone will put 
the Assembly in direct communication with the 
principal cities of the world ; and skilled interpreters 
will translate and transmit all that is said in the 
great gathering to the waiting millions of the ecu- 
menical normal class who are listening for the words 
from the new Ebal and Gerizim. California is a/ 
region of great things. and Dr. Vincent's plan will 
add one to their number. 


| 


He who receives Christian baptism is baptized | 
into the name of the Father and of the Son and of | 
the Holy Ghost. He thus takes the name of God as | 
his name, as the name of the family of which he is a | 
member, the name of the Father whose child he | 
claims to be. From that time forward, he ought to | 
feel a responsibility to worthily represent that name, | 
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to maintain its honor, and to promote its interests. 
What God loves, God's child ought to love. What 
God abhors, God's child ought to abhor. The 
Father's standard of right and wrong, the child 
should take as his standard. Not what the world 
calls good ; not what is popularly accepted as good— 
good enough for all practical purposes; but what the 
word of God declares to be good, is what the Chris- 
tian should love, and cling to, and hold up before 
others. Everything that he does should be done 
with a purpose of advancing the interests of the 
household of faith, and in view 6f its bearing on the 
honor of the Father of the family of the redeemed. 
From the time of our taking God's family name as our 
name, “none of us liveth to himself and no man dieth 
unto himself; for whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord ; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: 
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.” 


After all, the teaching of the word of God is the 
most powerful teaching, if only it is taught in reli- 
ance on the Holy Spirit. Some teachers say that 
they must rely mainly on their own devices, because 
their children are too young to comprehend the 
Bible. Others are afraid to trust their success to a 
plain presentation of Bible truth, because their 
scholars think they have got beyond its simplicity. 
But Mr. Moody says that he has preached this last 
winter the same sermons which he once preached in 
his own church in Chicago without results. Now, 
thousands have been converted. The only difference, 
he says, has been that in this last presentation of 
them he has sought more earnestly, and has gained, 
the power of the Huly Spirit. How fortunate that 
he did not turn to other teachings instead! In an 
inquiry room lately, a man of culture, who had 
become familiar with philosophical reasoning, sought 
from the minister advice and guidance. Knowing 
something of the man’s character, the minister 
attempted to answer his questions by philosophical 
argument. But after a little the inquirer said: “I 
have studied religious questions on this line for many 
years, and as I am older than you, it is quite likely 
that I am more familiar with these arguments than 
you are. Don’t you think that if you should lead 
me tenderly through what the Bible has said of 
salvation, you would help me more?” Is not this 
always the best way? If those who come to the 
Sunday-school to be taught are really in earnest, they 
will find the truth in God's word; if not, they will 
not be made earnest by turning their attention else- 
where. 


WORTH OF A MOTHER'S LOVE. 


There is no human love like a mother’s love. 
There is no earthly loss like the loss of a mother. 
The older a man grows, and the more he knows of the 
world, the plainer this truth stands out in his mind: 
And when a man seems dead to every other influence 


| for good, the recollection of a mother’s prayers and a 
| mother’s tears often has a hold upon him which he 


neither can nor would break away from. 

Although God calls himself our Father, he com- 
pares his love with the love of a mother, when he 
would disclose the depth of its tenderness, and its 
matchless fidelity. ‘“ As one whom his mother com- 
forteth, so will I comfort you,’’ he says, as if in invi- 
tation to the sinner to come like a grieved and tired 
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child, and lay down his weary head on his mother's 
shoulder, where he is eure of rest and sympathy, and 
of words of comfort and cheer. ‘ Can a woman for- 
get her sucking child that she should not have com- 
passion on the son of her womb?" God asks, as if 
to turn attention to that which is truest and firmest 
of anything we can know of human affection and 
fidelity. And then to show that he isa yet surer 
support than mothers prove to their loved children, 
he adds, ‘“‘ Yea, they may forget, yet will not I forget 
thee.” 

David, the man after God's own heart, could find 
no words which could express his abiding confidence 
in God, like those wherein he declares, ‘‘ When my 
father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will 
take me up.’ Nor could he find any figure of the 
profoundest depth of human sorrow more forcible 
than that in which he says of himself, ‘I bowed 
down heavily, as one that mourneth for his mother.” 
When the glorious Son of David was hanging on the 
cross in agony, with the weight of a lost world upon 
him, he could forget all his personal suffering, and 
could turn, as it were, for a moment, from the work 
of eternal redemption, to recognize the tenderness 
and fidelity of his agonized mother at his feet, and to 
commend her with his dying breath to the faithful 
ministry of the disciple whom he loved. 

The Bible abounds with pictures of loving mothers 
and of a mother’s love. Hagar, weeping in the desert 
over her tamishing boy; Jochebed playing the ser- 
vant to secure the privilege of nursing her babe for 
the daughter of Pharaoh; Hannah joying before God 
over her treasure of a longed-for son ; the true mother 
in the presence of Solomon, ready to lose her child 
that it might be saved; the widow of Zarephath and 
the Shunammite woman securing the intercession of 
the prophet for the restoration to life of their dead 
darlings; Rachel weeping for her children, refusing 
to be comforted because they were not; the mother 
of James and John pleading with Jesus for favors to 
her sons; the Syrophwnician woman venturing every- 
thing, and refusing to be put aside, that she might 
win a blessing from him who alone was able to restore 
to health and freedom her grievously vexed daughter ; 
the mother of Timothy, teaching her son lessons by 
which the world is still profiting; and so on through 
a long list of those who were representative mothers, 
chosen of God for a place in the sacred record, and 
whose like are about us still on every side. 


And the Bible injunctions concerning mothers are 
as positive as the examples of their loving ministry 
are numerous. “ Honorthy father and thy mother” 
is a commandment which has pre-eminence in the re- 
ward attached to it. ‘“Forsake not the law of thy 
mother,” said Solomon; ‘‘and despise not thy mother 
when she is old.”’ It is indeed a “foolish man,” as 
well as an unnatural one, who “ despiseth his mother,” 
or who fails to give her gratitude and love so long as 
she is spared to him. A mother can never be re- 
placed. She will be missed and mourned when she 
has passed away, however she may be undervalued 
by the “foolish son” to whom she still gives the 
wealth of her unappreciated affection. Indeed, the 
true man never, while his mother is alive, outgrows a 
certain sense of dependence on a loving mother's sym- 
pathy and care. His hair may be whitened with age ; 
he may have children, and even grandchildren, look- 
ing up to him in respect and affection; but while his 
mother lives she is his mother, and he is her boy. And 
when she dies he for the first time realizes the desolate- 
ness of a motherless son. There is then no one on 
earth to whom he can look up with the never-doubting 
confidence and the never-lacking restfulness of a tired 
child to a loving mother. There is a shelter taken 
away from above his head, and he seems to stand 
unprotected, as never before, from the smiting sun 
and the driving storms of life's pilgrimage. He can 
no more be called “ My son" in those tones which no 
music of earth can equal. 

Oh! if boys only realized the priceless treasure 
of a mother’s love, they would be more careful ot 
their every word and look toward her, as the years 
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go swiftly by; and they would be spared sad repent- 
ings and bitter memories in recalling their failures, 
when she is old or is dead, and they can never 
live their boy life over again. And oh! if mothers 
only knew how much they are doing for their chil- 
dren by their patient, long-suffering, gentle ways 
with them, and how sure those children are to see 
and feel this by and by, many a mother would be 
less sad and more hopeful while toiling and enduring 
so faithfully with seemingly so slight a return. 

Let him whose mother is still spared to him im- 
prove the remaining time of her life here in showing 
the gratitude he owes to her, and the love for which she 
longs! Let the lovingand faith-filled mother rejoice 
that however fruitless her labors for her children 
have thus far seemed, she shall yet see of the travail 
of her soul for them, and shall be satisfied ! 


CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. 


Grave mistakes on this subject are easily made. | 


Christian liberty is often carelessly spoken of as 
liberty of action: and men and women hastily leap 
to the conclusion, that a Christian, standing in the 
liberty with which Christ has made him free, has a 
right to do anything not wrong in itself. The con- 
clusion has no scriptural warrant. The freedom of 
the Christian is liberty, not of action, but of judgment. 
The Christian has a right under the law of Christ, 
not to do all things morally indifferent, but to deter- 
mine his own duty in cases brought before him in 
the providence of God. For the proper exercise of 
this right to judge, he is responsible to the Master. 
Moreover, the New Testament clearly announces 
the great principles upon which a Christian is bound 
to proceed in determining particular cases. It tells 
us that we may not do an indifferent act, until we 
have ascertained and are fully persuaded that it is 
indifferent. The man who doubts, while eating, is 
condemned ; for whatsoever is not of faith, is sin. It 
points out the fact, that we are not separated units; 
but members of a living organism, the church of 
God; and that therefore we are under obligation to 
take care that in our conduct we do not oppose the 
sentiment of the people of Christ. If meat make 
our brethren to offend, it becomes us to eat none 
It informs us that our whole life, and each act there- 
fore, must be made to subserve.the interests of the 
kingdom which Christ died to establish. Meats and 
drinks, habits and amusements, indifferent morally 
though they may be, are to be abandoned, if they affect 
unfavorably the interests of that kingdom, which is 
not meat and drink, but righteousness, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. And it teaches us that acts 
are to be performed or left unperformed, as they aid 
or prevent our growth into the image of our Lord. 
Now it is true, that these great principles do limit 
the Christian’s liberty of action in matters morally 
indifferent. But the New Testament nowhere asserts 
this liberty of action to belong to him. What it 
does assert to be his, is a liberty to judge. And this 
liberty to judge they do not limit. These are the 
principles, indeed, which are to guide him in the 
exercise of his right of judgment; but it is the Chris- 
tian who judges. The member of the Christian 
church, therefore, who refuses to be governed by 
them, may not justify himself by an appeal to his 
freedom in Christ Jesus. In so refusing he does not 
exercise Christian liberty, but indulges in sheer 
ungodly license. The Christian has no more right 
to ignore these plainly declared principles, when 
determining a case of conscience, than a judge has 
to ignore the plainly declared principles of the law, 
when determining a case in court. A judge who 
should do so wilfully, and should assert his liberty, 
ought, as all of us would agree, to be impeached and 
punished ; and a professing Christian, who ignores 
these great New Testament principles, and then 
appeals for his justification to his liberty under the 
gospel, will inevitably incur the awful condemnation 
which awaits those who pervert their liberty into an 
occasion of wrong-doing. ‘Therefore, let him that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.” 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


a ‘ 


We are often asked to give information on a point which 
has been fully considered in our columns but a little while 
before. Here is a request in illustration of this fact from 
a Michigan subscriber: 





Will you or some of your correspondents give the manner of 
conducting ‘‘ Competitive Sunday-school examinations,” mentioned 
in a late number of The Times, as I would like to introduce them 
into our Sunday-school ? 

The information sought was given fully in our issue for 
March 24, under the head of “ Ways of Working.” 


It is well known that the attempt has been making to 
raise money for a monument to Mr. Bliss, and for the 
support of his children. Major Whittle, who has the 
| matter immediately in charge, writes that the fund needed 
| for the care of the children is fully made up, but that the 
| sum required for a monument is not yet in hand. He says: 





We have $700 in the hands of the Chicago treasurer, after buy 
ing $10,000 bonds for the children. This amount ($700), with all 
| further contributions, I am to put into the monument. The con- 
tributions have ceased to come to Chicago, and I fear that I shall 
come short of what we thought of spending for a monument, 
namely, $1,500. 

From this it would appear that there is still an opening 
for those who would like to contribute in this direction. 


. Some of our American subscribers regret that we pub- 
lish lesson notes so far in advance of the date for their use. 
On the other hand, some of our foreign subscribers wish 
that we supply the notes a little earlier. A well-known 
Christian worker of Dundee, Scotland, says 

I write to ask if your valuable paper could not be sent off to 
Britain earlier. The last two or three weeks it has been delivered 
here on the Wednesday and Thursday preceding the Sunday on 
which the lesson is given. I formerly got it pretty regularly on 
Mondays, which was to me of great consequence, as we have a 
teachers’-meeting on Thursdays for lesson study, and I got many 
useful hints from The Times in preparation of my notes. 

We mail the paper to our foreign subscribers before send- 
ing out any other copies. We shall try to start the first 
of the edition a little earlier next week. 


Here is a question from a friend in Lancaster, England, 
which gives an indication of the wide-spread interest in 
the International Lessons. He asks: 

Is it an essential part of the plan of International Lessons that 
they be given on the same day? [I have applications for tracts 
from distant places in the Orkneys and the Hebrides, and send 
my Sunday School Times the Sunday after I receive it. What is 
there to hinder brethren in out-of-the-way localities giving them a 
week later? So acopy of The Times might do multiplied service. 

It isa part of the plan of these lessons to have them 
given simultaneously throughout the world—so far as such 
a thing is practicable. Yet there are many places where 
the lessons are taken up for study subsequent to the date 
originally fixed for them. We believe they were started 
in some countries a year behind their beginning in the 
United States, so as to secure the translation of the best 
American notes and helps. With these lessons, as with 
many another good thing, it is “ better late than never.” 

The wish is often expressed that we would republish in 
separate form the various concert exercises given in our 
columns. We regret that we cannot respond favorably to 
this request. A correspondent says: 

We often desire concert exercises. As you have the type set, 
why not print a quantity of each to supply schools that may desire 
it? I would take at least forty of your next exercise. 

Our presses are already so constantly occupied with our 
regular publications that it would hardly be practicable 
for us to print the proposed slips. Moreover, as we do no 
general publishing business, and are not in the book-trade, 
it would involve added labor and expense to attend to the 
filling of special orders in the line indicated. And as we 
should not receive orders for the extra copies in advance of 
the publication of the exercises, we could not know how 
many were likely to be wanted; hence would, in some 
cases, have a lot left over. In fact, the whole thing is 
quite out of ourline. But Mr. Eben Shute, of 36 Bromfield 
Street, Boston, publishes a large supply of concert exercises, 
and very often reprints those given in our columns. Per- 
sons wanting anything of the sort would do well to apply 
to him. 


A subscriber in Tenby, Wales, writing to us in warm 
commendation of The Sunday School Times, makes a sug- 
gestion, and asks a \juestion, to which we are glad to give 
attention. He says: 





I may say, that singe I have taken The Sunday School Times, 
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some eighteen months, I have derived from its pages more scrip- 
tural knowledge and edification than I gained for years before. No 
Sunday-school teacher should be without it: and if the pastor 
should neglect consulting its pages, he would soon find out the dif- 
ficulty of keeping up with his teachers. Moreover, The Sunday 
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School Times is a paper that every family which believes in the — 


Bible—both in Great Britain and America, and wherever the 
English language is spoken—should take. . . . But pardon me it I 
should remark that I believe that the Eclectic Commen.ary would 
be far more convenient if placed in the next column after the Bible 
Lights. . . . The report of the address [at the Lynn Conference] by 
the Rev. Mr. Brookes, [on the second coming of our Lord,} which 
you gave last year was very good. 
that subject? If so, I shall be glad to know the price, and where 
it is to be procured. 

It is for what we deem sound reasons that the Eclectic 
Commentary is put in its present place on our lesson pages. 
Our desire is to promote study, by all that we furnish for 
the teacher’s help. First we put the lesson text itself. 
Then we give the “ Bible Lights,” in the line of parallel and 
illustrative passages. “Critical Notes” stand next, that 
the words of the text may be better understood. All this 
is before any exposition or application of the lesson is 
attempted by us. 
have precedence; and they are supplemented by selections 
from various commentators, under the term “ Eclectic Com- 
mentary.” If these latter notes were put first, they might 
prove a temptation to some to snatch from them a few 
thoughts in the line of lesson teachings and uses without 
further study. In response to the question concerning the 
writings of Dr. Brookes, of St. Louis, we answer that there 
are published: by this author “ Maranatha; or, The Lord 
Cometh,” and a “ Bible Reading on the Second Coming of 
Christ.” The first-named isa volume, which in cloth bind- 
ing sells at $1.25. The second sells in pamphlet form at 
twenty-five cents a copy. 


It cannot be denied that most Sunday-schools suffer from 
a lack of money to carry on their work in its best style; 
but how to secure the desired means has long been a 
vexed question. A correspondent in this city has this sug- 
gestion to offer: 

One of the great bugbears that meets us is the question, How 
shall we secure the means to carry on our great work? The expe- 
dients resorted to are various and ingenious to raise the wind for 
the spreading of the sails to carry the good ship over the troubled 
financial sea, from year to year. Now, I have an idea that may be 
the sword to cut the Gordian knot of difficulty. We hear of all sorts 
of endowments,—of colleges; of “homes” for old and young; of 
institutions of all corte ; and, lest of all, I believe, sume lover of the 
histrionic art has suggested an endowment of theatres with a view 
to their purification. Well, to come io the point, it occurred to me 
why not endow Sunday-schools? Why should they have a precari- 
ous subsistence in a world like this, while they shed their bright 
beams around us as freely as the glorious sun? Now, few schools 
would ask for more than, say, six hundred dollars per annum; or, 
at all events, any of them would be glad to make up any deficit 
at the end of the year, after using thissum. Now this amount is 
just the interest of ten thousand dollars; and what church could 
not raise this? Or. if the church fails to do it, what school could 
not raise the amount necessary in less than three years’ time, and so 
settle forever the question of “ How shall we meet our school ex- 
penses”? Mr. Editor, if this is not a good plan—why is it not ? 

We do not think it would be well for any church or 
Sunday-school to have a fund to depend on for its regular 
income. The experiment has been tried a great many 
times, and with well-nigh umform failure. Hundreds of 
New England churches have had funds supplied to them 
by legacy or otherwise; but wherever such a fund was 
large enough to make its income an important factor in 
meeting the annual expenses of the church, there has been 
more and more of an inclination to rely on that fund. 
Churches which while unaided easily raised six hundred dol- 
lars per annum, have, on being provided with a fund that 
netted three hundred dollars a year, found serious difficulty 
in raising two hundred dollars besides. We know of a 
country church with a fund that netted three hundred and 
seventy-five dollars per annum, where there was just 
three hundred and seventy-five dollars’ worth of gospel 
provided each year for the poor shriveled, mean, and 
starving souls there who might have been good for some- 
thing if they had only been compelled to do anything for 
themselves or for somebody else. A church which is 
unwilling to pay all the proper expenses of its Sunday- 
school does not deserve to have such a school. If, indeed, 
the Sunday-school stands by itself in any community, the 
members of that community ought to meet its expenses. 
It is better for both the school and the community that 
this should be so. It is poor policy to support a Sunday- 
school from outside its field. It is good policy for those to 
whom it belongs to have to work hard to support it. A 
hoarded fund of money for a church or Sunday-school is 
no more valuable a possession in the long run than was a 
hoarded supply of manna to the Israelites in the wilder- 
ness. See Exodus 16: 17-21. 


Has he published a book on j 


“ CHINKING.” 


BY MRs. A. F. RAFFENSPERGER. 


Some years ago, when I was spending a few weeks in the 
Far West, I became very much interested in the progress of 
a log-house that a neighbor was building. It was not a 
cabin, such as first settlers in new countries construct by 
merely piling up the rough logs, making a picturesque but 
uncomfortable place of abode. This was a house of some 


| pretensions, as belonging to a more advanced stage of civ- 





The notes of our regular lesson writers | 





ilization, and the logs were hewed and laid up with great 
care. The architects and builders were a man and two 
well-grown sons, but I was particularly entertained in 
watching Master Johnny, a small man of perhaps ten sum- 
mers. He seemed to be as busy as any of the others, but 
at first I thought he was only amusing himself, and his em- 
ployment carried me back in memory to the days of my 
own juvenile mud-pies. I soon saw that his play, as | 
supposed it to be, had something to do with the new house, 
and I asked my friend what Johnny was doing. 

“Chinking,” she replied, after a moment’s glance at the 
busy youth. 

I looked at her blankly, when she said, with a laugh, 
“That word is the very expressive vernacular that indi- 
cates Johnny’s occupation. Perhaps you, unused to the 
words and ways of these western wilds, would understand 
me better if I should say ‘he is filling up the chinks.’ ” 

Oh, yes, I did understand her better ; and my heart went 
out in great sympathy to Johnny, for it was the very occu 
pation which it had often seemed to me was my mission i 
life. Henceforth I watched him with new interest. The 
little man’s materials and implements were of the most 
primitive character,—merely wet clay and a flat stick to pu 
it on with; but no artist in gilding or fresco could hav: 
worked with more pains-taking absorption in his profession 
or with more fidelity in its execution. Every space betwee: 
the logs was filled with the mortar, and when he had reache: 
as far up as he could by standing on the ground he stood o1 
a box, which he moved as wus necessary, and thuscontinue: 
to reach all the way up to the loweaves. His only recrea 
tion seemed to be when, in response to his mother’s numerou 
and rather shrill calls of “John-ny, John-ny,” he droppe« 
his stick and ran for water, or wood, or the straying baby 
I noticed, however, that everybody felt at perfect libert, 
to call upon Johnny for any services whatever. Why not 
He was only “ filling up the chinks,” and of what conse 
quence was that? 

Wait till the coming winter’s wild norther sweeps over th« 
broad prairies, and howls around that house. The famil\ 
will sit secure and warm within, and the father doubtless wii! 
look around at his oldest boys and say with an approvin; 
nod of his head, ‘‘ We made a pretty good job of this houss 
can’t feel the wind a bit.” But if Johnny had not done hi 
part of the work so faithfully his father would probab| 
have exclaimed with a shiver, as he felt the cold win 
coming in through every crack, “ Miserable contrivance 
these log-houses are ; let in more wind than they keep ou! 
Ugh!” It is very doubtful, though, as they enjoy the snu 
dwelling, whether they even remember Johnny’s part i) 
making it so comfortable. 

My chief interest in Johnny, however, was because h: 
was to me a representative character, and stood for a large 
number of people whose work, when done, is seldom noticed 
In fact, it is chiefly noticed if left undone. Then it is dis 
covered to be extremely important to the comfort, pros- 
perity and happiness of society. What numbers of person 
are spending life in “ filling up the chinks” ! 

It is a beneficent arrangement of providence that almos 
every family includes one such individual. Usually it is 
the mistress of the house. How much of her time is spen 
in doing things that others have left undone or would never 
think todo! And how many housekeepers on retiring for 
the night think, with a dissatisfied sigh, over their appar 
ently useless lives, ‘‘ Here I have been busy all day doin 
nothing.” For they have only been in the kitchen lookin 
after the cook ; in the store-room, putting things to rights 
in the china-closet, in the cellar, in the dining-room 
giving a few finishing touches to the table three times ever, 
day, or polishing up the silver, or rubbing the glass clear 
dusting a little in the parlor; picking up a stray oversho: 
in the front hall and restoring it to its widowed companion 
in the sitting-room, and putting both in their proper places 
airing one sleeping-room, furnishing another with fres! 
towels, and still another with water; mending a rent in 
somebody's coat and some other body’s dress, and sewing a 
button on a glove or shoe; in short, they have spent a 
busy day in “filling up the chinks,” and it is work that 
makes very little show, but it adds materially to household 
comfort. 

Not long since, a lady was speaking of her three lovely 
daughters. The twoolder ones were very promising artists, in 








different departments, and looked forward to the time when 
they should have their studios and make their own way in 
the world. “How about the other daughter?” I asked. 

“Oh, she will spend her life in doing what nobody else 
thinks to do;” and the mother’s voice took a fonder tone 
as she said it. 

“ Yes,” I thought to myself, “she is one who is fated to 
be forever filling up chinks;” and I could not help the 
mental query, ‘“ Who knows but she will be the most useful 
of the three?” 

Every church has—or needs—a man who does what 
everybody else neglects. He sees that the coal is bought, 
and the furnace cleaned, and the gas-bills paid, and the 
sexton looked after, and the pew-rents collected, and the 
broken windows mended,—and so the service of the Lord’s 
house is conducted decently and in order. The rest of the 
congregation, who sit comfortably and quietly in their pews, 
think the institution “runs itself.” They find out their 
mistake, to their sorrow, when that man dies. Then they 
begin to appreciate him. 

The minister, too, sometimes finds it convenient to have a 
person to “ fill up the chinks” in pastoral labor. Perhaps 
it is Mrs. Minister who quietly makes it in her way to call 
on the neglected parishioner, the poor family, the sick child, 
the missing Sabbath school scholar. Or it may be the good 
deacon or devoted elder who goes around looking after the 
people, and supplementing in the best possible manner the 
work of the pastor. In fact, many a successful pastorate is 
largely due to the efficient, but often unnoticed, labors of the 
-hurch officers. If Johnny lives, he has in him the material 
‘or an excellent deacon. 

Happy the Sabbath school superintendent who has a few 
zood hands at “filling up the chinks,” on whom he can 
lepend in all emergencies. Ifa teacher is missing, one of 
hem can fill the vacancy. If absent scholars need to be 
ooked after, here is a person to do it. Given a picnic, or a 
estival, or a Christmas entertainment, to be gotten up on 
‘hort notice, here are the hands that will work willingly 
ind well, and there will be no danger of collisions either. 

There are plenty of people in the Lord’s army who are 
erfectly willing to be captains, colonels, and generals, but 
ew who are ambitious to be merely high privates. So among 
his workmen there are many who are ready—and think 
they are fully competent—to do the great work that places 

hem conspicuously before an admiring world, but not so 
uany who are yearning for the privilege of just “ filling up 
he chinks.” Yet at the last day it will perhaps be seen 
hat those who have spent their lives in that very way have 
ived as nobly as those who have done the world’s great 
work and received the world’s applause. 


“AS A LITTLE CHILD.” 


BY EDWARD KIMBALL. 





A village in the Lake Superior iron region was princi- 
vally owned, and in all its activities principally controlled, 
y a resident gentleman of energy, sagacity, und wealth. 
le had “ made the place,” by opening and working there a 
umber of valuable iron-mines. 

This gentleman was not “rich towards God,” and with 
us wife he strongly opposed every movement to support 
he worship of God, or the observance of the Sabbath in the 
ettlement. This opposition had been so intense, and was 
o well understood by the operatives and their families, 
hat they were reluctant to enccurage, even by their pres- 
nee, either public worship or the Sabbath school, They 
cognized the proprietor’s influence and power, and they 
vere unwilling to incur his displeasure. A Christian 
vorker, however, determined to open a Sunday-school 
here, and he found a few who desired one, but who said, 
You cannot do it, Mr. will never consent to it, and 
iothing can go here which he don’t like. It has been tried 
fore. You'll have to give it up.” But, “as the Father 
iath sent me, even so send I you,” meant something to 
his servant of Christ, and he succeeded in persuading a few 
varents to send to the school their children—who soon loved 
to attend there. 

Among these first scholars was a womanly and affection- 
ite girl, perhaps twelve or fourteen years of age, who lived 

near the proprietor’s home. Between this girl and the 
mly child of the proprietor a strong affection existed. 
His little one,—also a girl,—four years old, was the idol of 
both father and mother, and every affectionate attention that 
worldly parents can give was lavishly and solicitously be- 
stowed upon her. She was often allowed to visit and walk 
with her older and quite careful friend, and the parents felt 
that this little one was safe and happy in her care and com- 
pany. On two occasions, the little one spent a short time in 
the Sunday-school, having been led in by the older girl,— 
ind the parents made no objection, thinking their child too 
voung to be harmed by what she might hear there. The 





child set with her little feet sticking straight out before 











a ener iit te 
Se ee 
a 





= 

















aes scatters ae fa Te 

















meget 





340 


her on the seat,—far too high and broad for her,—looking 
and listening with silent and childish wonder. This seemed 
all; but there was “ more to follow.” 

Not long after this she became seriously ill, and her 
parents were filled with alarm. It became evident that 
she must die, and on the afternoon before her death, as 
both her parents stood over her, she looked eagerly up into 
their faces and said earnestly, in lisping tones, “ Where’s 
Christ, who blessed little children?” The father and 
mother looked at each other in surprise. She had said 
nothing of this before. They could say nothing. With 
deeper feeling the question was repeated, and as no answer 
came, she piteously entreated, “Oh! where’s Christ, who 
blessed little children?” ‘“ Please tell me,—oh, please 
somebody tell me where's Christ who blessed little chil- 
dren!” The parents could give no answer, but only tried 
to quiet her, telling her, “ Here’s mamma, darling, and 
here’s papa, too. Don’t you see us?” She saw and knew 
them, and had asked them because she saw them, and 
because God had appointed them to guide her to himself; 
but how poorly had they qualified themselves for this first 
and greatest of parental duties! At length she ceased her 
entreaties, and lay quiet for a few moments. Then open- 
ing her eyes again she looked up and said, “Oh! I see! I 
see!” She put up both hands quickly. “I see! There is 
Christ, who blessed little children. Yes! yes! I'm coming! 
I'm coming!” She was gone. 

The parents were overwhelmed with sorrow, but full of 
rebellion against the God who had taken their child. 
If he did a thing like ‘hat, they hated him; they were 
“filled with madness.” But his hand was on them. He 
had touched them, and they could not overcome. At 
length the mother’s heart melted, and she begged for mercy. 
After a long struggle she yielded her heart to God, and 
finally her husband also turned to him who had smitten, 
and who alone could bind up. They both entered upon an 
active Christian life. A church was built, and time, 
talents, wealth, and influence were all laid upon God’s 
altar. To meet their little one, and, better still, to “see 
Him as he is,” and to bring their sheaves with them, 
became the first object of both their lives. 

Truly, “man’s chief end,” as defined by the old divines, 
was gloriously rounded out in this little life-—‘to glorify 
God and to enjoy him forever!” For me to say that 
Christ showed himself to this little child, in loving answer 
to her earnest cry, adds nothing tothe simple facts. “Him 
that cometh to me,” is still his loving, all-comprehending 
invitation. Do any ask, “ Zfow shall I come”? His 
answer is, “ Whoso shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, shall in no wise enter therein.” Could he 
have made the way easier ? 


CHILDREN’S PRAYER MERTINGS. 
BY MRS. M. EB. NILES. 


The general subject of prayer has come much before the 
public of late, in many and varied forms. Its power and 
efficacy have been greatly disputed, and arguments pro and 
con have been published in the ordinary newspapers. But 
the subject of the prayers of children, the /itt/e children, the 
lambs of the flock, has received comparatively slight atten- 
tion. Is it not a matter too greatly and generally neglected ? 
and are we not failing to secure the rapid incoming of the 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by just this 
very neglect? Our Saviour says, “ Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not 
enter therein,” and yet it is apparent that many imagine 
that a little child itse/f cam in no wise enter therein. 

Is it not rather true that he who has commanded his 
teachers and leaders, saying “ Feed my lambs,” means to 
say, by this little word “my,” “Take the little ones whom 
7 have ransomed, whom J have died to save, and train them 
for me from their earliest childhood. Never doubt that my 
love, which went to the cross for them, will fail to receive 
them, or to redeem them, if you are faithful to your duty, 
and nourish them with the ‘Bread of Life,’ that they may 
grow thereby.” Presenting the thought in this way by no 
means denies the native depravity of the human heart or the 
truth of the saying, “ All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way,” but rather lays 
emphasis upon the closing clause of the same passage, 
And the Lord hath laid on Aim the iniquity of us all.” 

Now, taking this truth as a basis of action, it is believed 
that it would be a most excellent thing to establish in 
every Christian church a prayer-meeting embracing the 
children of the primary department, of children from five to 
ten or twelve years of age. Such prayer-meetings have 
been established in some places with good results, leading 
the very young children to faith in prayer and in its 
answer, and consequent belief in the Hearer and Answerer 
of prayef, who has declared, “ By me, if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture, 
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The method of conducting these prayer-meetings will, of 
course, vary with the gift and ability of those who under- 
take thus to lead these lambs of Christ’s flock into his 
green pastures, and beside still waters. One method, how- 
ever, in a successful prayer-meeting of this kind, which has 
numbered upon its roll about two hundred children, has 
been the following : ; 

First: A prayer-meeting book has been kept, containing 
a list of the names of the children to be called every Sab- 
bath, also an account of each prayer-meeting to be read 
from one prayer-meeting to another; a record of answered 
prayers, and of requests continued from time to time, and 
other particulars of general interest considered best to be 
preserved. This meeting is held every Sabbath afternoon 
at half-past three o’clock, as at that time the children are 
usually dressed and ready, and beginning to feel the need 
ofa change at home. The first fifteen minutes, while the 
children are gathering, are usually spent in singing chil- 
dren’s hymns, suited to their age and capacity, and adapted 
to fit them for devotion. The roll is then called and record 
made of attendance, so that each child may feel that it is 
missed, if absent. After this the account of the last Sab- 
bath’s meeting is read, and an opportunity given to correct 
mistakes, if any have been made. The children then rise, 
and with folded hands and closed eyes unite with the 
leader by repeating after her a prayer for the special pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, in order to the right understand- 
ing of the word of God, and a right and true spirit of 
prayer. Then accompanied by a large picture Bible, a 
short and simple portion of the word of God is unfolded, 
making it as powerful as possible, by presenting it vividly 
to the minds of the children, that they may be nourished 
by it, and made to “grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” The question is 
then asked, “ Have any of the children received answers to 
the prayers of the last Sabbath?” and when such answer 
is presented, some one is immediately called upon to volun- 
teer a prayer of thanksgiving to God for the answer, and 
to pray that the children may be kept in such a state of 
mind by penitence for sin, faith, love, and gratitude, to re- 
ceive the answers to their prayers with thanksgiving. 

Any are then allowed to make particular requests for 
specific blessings, and the children are reminded of the 
promise, “Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be 
full.” The reply is prompt, and in many and varied forms. 
As each request is presented, a voluntary prayer is called 
for, to meet the request or.class of requests, and these 
prayers are promptly volunteered by different ones, many 
of the children who are too young to frame their own 
petitions, repeating the words after the leader, the others 
silently joining in the petition. Interspersed with these 
requests and petitions, the children repeat texts of Scripture 
previously selected, while the leader gives a running com- 
ment upon these passages, knowing that the word of God is 
able to make them wise unto salvation, and praying that 
it may prove “quick and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit,” and be a “discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.” In this way an hour is occupied, 
and the meeting is closed with the Lord’s Prayer in concert, 
and a song as the children are passing out. 

The instances of answer to prayer in this little meeting 
have been very many and very marked; and, in consequence 
of its establishment, many have been added to the church, 
both of children and adults, of whom it is hoped that they 
are “such as shall be saved,” and it has also proved a 
training-school in which the little children have been pre- 
pared to take afterwards an active part in the young peo- 
ple’s meeting, and in the general prayer-meeting, and in 
all the varied work of the church. 

Let us remember that He has said, “Suffer the Little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such 
is the kingdom of God.” 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


a 


THE SHEPHERD. 


BY ROSE TERRY COOKE 


“ Sally, can you say your verses?” asked Mrs. May, as 
her rosy little girl came jumping into the room Saturday 
morning, 

“Oh yes, mamma!” and Sally rattled off the beautiful 
Psalm like a nail-machine. Mrs. May looked sober, 

“Do you know what that means, Sally? ” she said, 
quietly. 

“T don’t know, I guess I do,” Sallie answered, still jump- 
ing from one spot of the carpet to another 

“ What is a shepherd?” went on her mother, 

“ Oh, it’s a man takes care of sheep,” said Sally, care- 
lessly, 








“ But how does he take care of them?” 

“ Puts ’em in the barn, I s’pose.” 

“Ts that all it says in the Psalm? Come here, my girlie, 
you do not know what you have rattled off so. Do you 
remember the sheep you saw last summer?” 

“ Yes’m, but they didn’t have any shepherd ; they lived 
in the lots.” 

“ But in the country where David wrote this Psalm they 
cannot let sheep go out alone in the fields; there are wolves 
there, and other wild beasts ; and beside, there are no high 
fences there, or many such grassy fields as ours; the pas- 
ture is scattered about, for it is a dry, hot country, and the 
shepherd must find where the feed grows and take the 
flock to it. Jump up into my lap, and I will tell you a 
story about a lamb.” 

So Sally sprung up into her mother’s lap, and laid her 
shining head on the dear shoulder she liked to lean back 
on, and giving mamma one hard hug and a kiss, settled 
herself comfortably to hear the story. 

“Once upon a time, in this same land of Palestine, where 
David lived, there was a little lamb about ten weeks old, 
who was very sure he knew better than all the old sheep 
in the flock; so one day he set out by himself to take a 
walk. In vain his poor mother bleated and called for him 
to come back ; he wanted to go away by himself, and not 
stay with the rest; he knew he could find a place where the 
sweet water ran, and the grass was thick and green, and as 
for wolves, ho! in all his life he never had seen a wolf; so 
he trotted off, his long, weak legs going very funnily under 
his white body, and his tail flopping up and down, till he 
cantered over the hill-top quite out of sight of the flock. 
Pretty soon he came to a rock with a little grass growing 
close about it, and this looked very fine and comfortable; but 
he wanted some water, and there was none to be'seen, so, after 
he had nibbled all the young blades, off he set again. The 
stones grew thick and sharp now, and there was only a tuft 
here and there of dry grass; most of the path lay through 
sandy places where only some thistles sprung up, and he 
could not eat thistles, nor could he find any water. He 
began to feel tired and sore ; the stones bruised his tender 
little legs and the thistles pricked them, and al! of a sudden 
it grew dark,—there was a thunder-storm coming up over 
Mount Lebanon; the air grew cold, the wind roared and 
raged all about him, and he began to bleat for his mother, 
and to wish he was back with the flock; but now he could 
not see the way, the rain began to fall, the thunder growled 
from the great mountain back to the clouds in an echo that 
made every clap seem like two, and the poor little lamb 
was frightened enough ; all he could do was to stand close 
to a small rock and tremble, there was nobody to help him, 

He knew that the shepherd had his sheep all clustered 
around him now ; that they kept each other warm, clinging 
so closely together, and were not afraid when their master 
was in the midst; and he thought of the little lambs nestled 
under that kind care, shielded by the warm garment of 
their guardian, and the weaklings gathered in his arms, 

“Oh, how the lonely lamb wished he never had strayed 
from the flock! He thought the storm would never end: 
but when at last the black clouds rolled away seaward, 
with the lightning still darting and gleaming in their 
folds, and the thunder muttered so far off that Lebanon sent 
back no echo, and the great cedars ceased to groan and 
sway, for the winds were hushed ; then the wet and shiver- 
ing lamb trembled with other fears, for he heard a great 
way off a low howl, and he thought of wolves at once, and 
looked about him for some hiding-place where he might 
take refuge, but there was not any to be found. Then the 
moon rose slowly and softly ; but it was no comfort to the 
lamb, it would only show those dreadful wolves where he 
lay trembling and helpless. His heart beat so fast it made 
him gasp for breath, his eyes glared with terror, his damp 
fleece chilled him through and through, and his mouth was 
hot and dry with thirst and fear: He staggered to his feet 
and looked about for water; a little had fallen into a hollow 
stone near by, but it was not enough to satisfy him, and 
then he heard another distant wolf-cry—” 

“OQ mamma!” breathlessly interrupted Sally, “why 
didn’t the shepherd come to find him? I should have 
thought he would?” 

“Remember, Sally, the lamb had run away out of 
naughtiness and self-will. Do you think he deserved to be 
looked after and saved?” 

“No, ma’am, I suppose he didn’t 
herd liked him, I should think—” 

Mamma smiled, and said softly, “‘ The Good Shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep;’ he did come after his lamb, 
Sally. Just as the wolf's howl drew nearer still, and sounded 
again over the barren plain, the terrified lamb heard swift 
steps coming behind him, and saw the shepherd’s weary, 
anxious face in the moonlight, and heard his sweet, sad voice 
giving the call of the flock. The poor lamb tottered forward 
to meet his master, but he could not take more than a step, 


but then if the shep- 
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so starved and cold his straying and the storm had left him; | 
but the shepherd’s face grew glad in a moment when he | 
heard the feeble cry that welcomed him, and though his | 
locks were wet with the dews of the night, and he was | 
bruised with the stony ways, and his visage marred with | 
the thorns among which in the cloudy and dark day and | 
the stormy night he had sought his straying lamb, he did 
not think of these things, for joy that the lost was found; | 
he stooped to earth, gathered the trembling, joyful little | 
reature to his bosom, covered it with his own robe, and 
bore it safely all the way to the flock, to be welcomed and 
rejoiced over, and to feed in green pastures and beside still | 
waters all the sweet summer long.” 
“Mamma, do you suppose that lamb ever ran away | 
wain?” 
“T don’t know, Sally. I hope not. Perhaps in time he 
forgot that awful night, and tried the same thing again. | 
One thing I do know,—that the patient shepherd always | 
went after him, however long or far he strayed, and brought | 
him back.” 


[ think he would be awfully silly to run away again,” 
said Sally, very decidedly. 

Mrs. May looked at her with what the little girl called | 

one of mamma’s queer looks, and replied, “ Do you always | 


think it is silly to be naughty, Sally?” 

“O—h! well! O mamma! I know what you mean.” 

“Then try to remember it, dear,” said mamma, kissing 
her darling’s fair, blushing face, as she nestled it closer into | 
her mother’s neck, “and perhaps it will help you to remem- 
ber, if you learn a piece of poetry, as well as the Psalm, 
which I used to know when I was a girl.” 

So the next Sunday Sally said her lesson slowly and per- 
fectly to the teacher, and then repeated these other verses, | 
thinking all the while of the lost-lamb story. | 
O Shepherd, all divine, 


Thou that dost guide thy wayward, wandering sheep 
Through quiet pastures, and their pathway keep 
Where the fresh grass springs, and the waters pine 
Through pleasant meadows ; where the blossoms sleep 
Till dawn awakes them, and the dew-beads shine; 
Is there within thy fold yet room? May I be thine ? 


Thou through the sultry day 
Keepest the tender guidance of thy flock ; | 
And in the shadow of some towering rock, | 
When the cool morning freshness dies away | 
Hid’st them, till twilight’s shadowy gates unlock, | 
And stars shine out upon their onward way, 

And the tired, bleating lambs upon thy heart dost lay 


When the red sun is gone, 


4nd on the mountain-crest the streaks of light 
ITave vanished from the watcher’s straining sight, 
And in the tree-tops fitful breezes moan : 

Through all the fearful sounds that haunt the night, 
Thou leav'st them not in darkness, and alone,. 


But with thy soothing voice still comfortest thine own. 


There till the day they lie 
Clustered about thee, helpless but secure ; 
Since thou who didst for them so long endure | 
To walk the rngged hilly ways, and try 
With bleeding feet their track, to prove it sure, | 
Though now unseen for darkness, still art nigh ; | 
They fear not any foes beneath thy watchful eye. 


Oh that I too were there ! | 
Trembling and weak, safe folded in thy breast : 
With thee to wander and beside thee rest, 
Drinking at those clear springs and rivers fair 
In thy dear love and light forever blest, 


O patient Shepherd! take me to thy care! 


From thy forgiving heart cast not away my prayer 


CONCERT EXERCISE. 


CHRISTIAN WORK. 


BY MRS. H. R. EATON. | 


| (Eph. 6° 15) 


Singing : 

Work, for the Master calleth us to-day. 
Prayer. | 
Singing : 


Work, Christian laborer, work. 
Scripture reading: Matt. 25: 14-30. 
Singing : 
Work for Jesus, work to-day. 


Li ade? : 


First scholar: 


What are the first recorded words of Jesus? | 
And he said unto them, How is it that ye y, me? wist ye 

not that I must be about my Father's business? (Luke 2: 49.) 

Leader : What did Christ say was his mission ? 

i cond scholar s 


For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was 
ost (Luke 19: 10). 


Leader: At the close of his active labors, what did Jesus 
say of himself, to God? | 


| and him only shalt thou serve (Luke 4: 8 


| bason, and began to wash the er feet, and to wipe them | 


| (Matt. 14: 14). 


| Singing: 
| Singing : 


| (Jas. 1: 5). . 


| unto the coming o 


| Leader: What further preparations for work are needed? and shall say all manner of evil against you false 


| of his might (Eph. 6: 10) 


| Class : 


| (Eph. 6: 13) 


| Class: 


| which is the word of God (Eph. 6: 17). 


| Singing: 





im - 3 ; ss van eons 
Third scholar : | Leader : What benefits shall be gained by gospel work ? 

| 
N 4 glorified thee > —_— ; I have finished the work | S¢fgol- 
ee rey eres Let him know, that he-which converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a 
multitude of sins (James 5: 20). 


JESUS AT WORK. 


Leader; In what did Jesus set an example as a worker ? ; 
* Leader: What kind of work may rich men do? 
First Class. Sehool : 

First scholar: He was untiring in his work. ow ieee 

God anointed. Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high- 
Bs mgs entry rn a ‘d =~ : aoa on it e hin : ‘ ll that anon minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who 
P wyrensed af the ’ . . f -G rs = witl » “Aote 10 99) giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they 
Py eee OF MG CSF eh 5, TUE OS WES Wilh Hii (ore _ be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate 
(1 Tim. 6: 17, 18), 


And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, | Zeader: What test shall be applied to every man’s work? 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, | | i R 
School : 


Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall 
| declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall 
try every man’s work of what sort it is (1 Cor. 3; 13). 
| Leader: To what work did Paul call the elders at Ephesus ? 
| y A 
Fourth scholar: He was humble. School : 


He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a | 
towel, and girded himself. 


Second scholar: He was firm against temptation. 


Third scholar: He was prayerful. 


And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a 


mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God (Luke 
3: 12) 


Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
After that he poureth water into a| the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 


church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood (Acts 


with the towel wherewith he was girded (John 13; 4, 5). | 20: 28). 


Fifth scholar : He was compassionate. * | Leader: What example of working did Paul show to his 
a on 9 
And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was | brethren 
moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick Se] , 
| School: 


} I have showed you all things, how that so laboring ye ought to 
| support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and | how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20: 35). 


Sixth scholar: He was tender. 


| stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have 


Leader: By id Jesus teach perseverance i 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her Leader By what words did Jesus teach perseverance in 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not! (Matt. 23: 37.) work? 

School: 


And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God (Luke 9: 


62). 


OUR PREPARATION FOR WORK, 
Leader: What are necessary preparations for Christian 
work ? 
Second Class, 
First scholar: Bible study. 


Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life: and they are they which testify of me (John 5: 39) 


Leader: By what words did the wise man commend 
energy ? 
School : 


Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for 
there is no work, nor ‘device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whither thou goest (Eccles. 9: 10). 


Second scholar: Constant praver. 
Pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5: 17) 
Third scholar: Watchfulness. 


And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch (Mark 13: Singing: 


3 


Blessed are they that do. 


Watch and pray. ENCOURAGEMENTS TO WORK. 
Fourth scholar: Wisdom and sanctification. 


Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves (Matt. 10: 16). 


Tifth scholar : 


If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him 


Leader ; What words of Jesus encourage us to work even 
when opposed ? 


Fourth class : 

And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake 
that endureth to the end shall be saved (Matt. 10; 22), 
Fifth class : 

Siath scholar : . He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life 
: F | for my sake shall find it (Matt. 10: 39). 
And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray | 


God your whole — and soul and body be preserved blameless | Sixth class : 
our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thess. 5: 23). 


but he 


Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and gee you, 
y, for my sake 

(Matt. 5: 11) 

School: 


Xejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you (Matt. 5: 12). 


Third Class. 
Teacher : The putting on of heavenly armor. 
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power 


Class : 


Leader: What final message of Jesus should cheer all 
Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand 


i : . on . workers ? 
against the wiles of the devil (Eph. 6: 11). 

r : School; 
Teacher : sera 


Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world, 


For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against princi- | 4 nen (Matt. 28: 20) 


palities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 


world, against spiritual wickedness in high places (Eph. 6: 12) Singing : 














Always with us. 


Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may JUDGMENT ON OUR WORKS. 


be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand | ; 
Leader : Into what shall God bring every work ? 


i 
Teacher : Highth class : 
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and | 
having on the breastplate of righteousness (Eph. 6: 14). 


Class : 


And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace 


For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every 
| secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil (Eccl. 12; 14). 
| Leader: For what purpose must we all appear at the 
judgment seat? 

i Ninth class: 
Teacher : 

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able 


For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ ; 
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked (Eph. 6: 16). 


| 

| 

| 

that every one may receive the things done in his body, according 

| to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad (2 Cor. 5: 10), 

| Leader: What message concerning certain of the dead was 
heard by John? 


| Tenth class: 
| 


And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 


Am I asoldier of the cross? And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, 
; Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them (Rev. 14: 13). 


Leader : 


Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our 
| Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 
Leader: In what condition does this field lie ? the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work 

to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his 
School: sight, through Jesus Christ; 
And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in | Amen (Heb. 13: 20, 31), 
wickedness (1 John 5: 19), Singing : 
Leader : To whom has Jesus by the great commission sent | One more day's work for Jesus, 
; ; Prayer : 


THE WORK, a 
Leader: What is the great field of Christian work ? 
School : 
The field is the world (Matt. 13: 38 


to whom be glory for ever and ever, 


his disciples? 


| Singing : 
School: | 5 ae Working with Jesus, 
And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the | 
gospel to every creature (Mark 16: 15). i BENEDICTION. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


a 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL 
[Second Quarter, 1877. 


10. June 3.—The Lamentation of Amos_.........-.--.- Amos 5: 1-15 
ll. June 10.—The Promise of Revival 


12. June 17.—The Captivity of Israel_...__......__-_-- 2 Kings 17: 6-18 | 


13. June 24.—Review Lesson. 


STUDIES IN THE ACTS. 
[Third Quarter, 1877.] 

















ee fe ee ee Acts 13: 1-13 
2. July 8—Paul at Antioch....._. Acts 13; 26-41 
3. July 15.—Turning to the Gentiles_..........--.-_._- Acts 13: 42-62 
4. July 22.—Paul at Lystra__ _Acts 14: 8-20 
56. July 29.—The Yoke Broken. Acts 15: 22-31 
6. Aug. 5.—Paul sent to Macedonia. Acts 16: 1-15 
7. Aug. 12.—Paul and Silas in Prison_............-.--- Acts 16: 22-34 
8. Aug. 19.—Thessalonians and Bereans_...........---- Acts 17: 1-14 
©, GU BMF 00 AMOR oncncecceinccccccccecacecces Acts 17: 22-34 
Be Cs ee Oe Cities ceeetttieneeenecese Acts 18: 1-11 
| ee ee Acts 19: 1-12 
12. Sept. 16.—Power of the Word...................-...- Acts 19: 17-28 


18. Sept, 23—Paul at Miletus 
14. Sept. 30.—Review. 





LESSON 12. SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 1877. 
Title: THE CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL. 
GOLDEN TEXT: Because rHey opgyep Not THE Voice oF THE LORD 

Tuein Gop.—2 Kings 18: 12. 


Lesson Topic: Work and Wages. 


1. Works of Sin, v. 7-17. 
2. Wages of Sin, v. 6, 18. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, June 11: 2 Kings 17: 6-18. Work and wages. 
Tuesday, June 12 2 Kings 17: 1-5. Samaria besieged. 
Wednesday June 13 2 Kings 17: 2433. Samaria repeopled 
Thursday June 14 2 Kings 17: 34-41. Strange worship. 
Friday, June 15 Nahum 1: 1-13 
Saturday June 16° Gal. 5: 14-21 
Sunday, June 17; Rom 6: 11 23 


Outline { 


Goodness and severity. 
Works of sin 


Wages of sin 


LESSON TEXT. 
{2 Kings 17: 6-18.] 

6. In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took 
Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria and placed them in 
Halah and in Habor, by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes 

7. For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned against 
the Lord their God, which had brought them up out of the land of 
Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had 
feared other gods. 

8. And walked in the statutes of the heathen, whom the Lord 
cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of 
Israel, which they had made. 

9 And the children of Israel did secretly those things that were 
not right against the Lord their God, and they built them high 
places in all their cities, from the tower of the watchmen to the 
fenced city. 


10. And they set them up images and groves in every high hill, 
and under every green tree: 

11. And there they burnt incense in all the high places, as did 
the heathen whom the Lord carried away before them; and 
wrought wicked things to provoke the Lord to anger: 

12 For they served idols, whereof the Lord had said unto them 
Ye shall not do this thing. 


13. Yet the Lord testified against Israel, and against Judah, by 


all the prophets. and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your | 


evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes, according 
to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent 
to you by my servants the prophets 

14. Notwithstanding, they would not hear, but hardened their 
necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not believe in the 
Lord their God 

15, And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he 
made with their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified 
against them; and they followed vanity and became vain. and 
went after the heathen that were round about them concerning 
whom the Lord had charged them that they should not do like 
them. 

16 And they left all the commandments of the Lord their God, 
and made them molten images, even two calves and made a grove, 
and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal 

17. And they caused their sons and their daughters to pass 
through the fire, and used divination and enchantments, and sold 
themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to 
anger 

18. Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed 
them out of his sight 


there was none left but the tribe of Judah 
only 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 

2 Kings 17:6. Carried Israel away. And I will 
Scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after 
you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste. And 


ye sball perish among the heathen, and the land of your enemies 
shall eat you up. Lev. 26: 33, 38. And the Lord shall seatter 








[Vol. XIX., No. 22. 





| you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among 
| the heathen, whither the Lord shall send you. Deut 4-27 
| The Lord shall bring thee, and thy king which thou shalt set over 

thee, unto # nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have 
| known. Deut. 28: 36. And the Lord rooted them out of their 
land in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast 
them into another land. Deut. 29: 28 For the Lord shall 
smite Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water, and he shall root up 
Israel out of this good land, which he gave to their fathers, and 
shall scatter them beyond the river, because they have made their 
| groves, provoking the Lord to anger. 2 Kings 14° 15 There- 
fore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith 
| the Lord, whose name is The God of hosts. Amos 5: 27. 

V.7. The children of Israel had sinned,——Then my 
anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake 
them. and I will hide my face from them, and they shall be de- 
voured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that they 
will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because our 
God is not among us? Deut. 31: 17. When ye have trans- 
gressed the covenant of the Lord your God, which he commanded 
you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed yourselves 
te them; then shall the anger of the Lord be kindled against you 
| 




















} and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land which he hath 
given unto you. Josh. 23: 16 





But they mocked the messengers 
of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the 
wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till there was no 
remedy, 2 Chron. 36: 16 





They have sown the wind, and they 
Hosea 8: 7. 

Vv. 9. Did secretly. If thy brother, the son of thy 
mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or 


thy friend, which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, 
Let us go and serve other gods . 


shall reap the whirlwind. 





. . thou shalt not consent unto 
him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him, 
neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him, but thou 
shalt surely kill him. Deut. 13: 6. 8,9——Cursed be the man 
that maketh any graven or molten image, an abomination unto the 
Lord, the work of the hands of the craftsmen, and putteth it in 
asecret place: and all the people shall answer and say, Amen. 
Deut. 27: 15. And my heart hath been secretly enticed. Job 
$1 : 27. Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen 
what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man 
in the chambers of his imagery? for they say,@he Lord seeth us 
not; the Lord hath forsaken the earth. Ezek. 8: 12. 


v.10. They set them up images and groves. But 
ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and cut down 
their groves. Ex. 34: 13 














Ye shall make you no idols nor 
graven image, neither rear you up a standing image, neither shall 
ye set up any image of stone in your land, to bow down unto it: 
for lam the Lord your God. Lev. 26: 1. For they also built 
them high places, and images, and groves, on every high hill, and 
under every green tree. 1 Kings 14: 23. 

v.11. They burnt incense. And Jeroboam stood by 
the altar to burn incense. 1 Kings 13:1 And in every several 
city of Judah he made high places to burn incense unto other gods, 
and provoked to anger the Lord God of his fathers. 2 Chron 
28 : 25. But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth 
out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, 
and to pour out drink offerings into her, as we have done, we, and 
our fathers. our kings, and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and 
in the streets of Jerusalem. Jer. 44: 17. 

v.13. The Lord testified against Israel. If thon 
do at all forget the Lord thy God. and walk after other gods, and 
serve them, and worship them, I testify against you this day that 
ye shall surely perish. Deut. 8: 19. Yet many years didst 
thou forbear them, and testifiedst against them by thy Spirit in thy 
prophets. Neh. 9: 30 Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 
O Israel, and I will testify against thee: I am God.even thy God. 
Psa. 50: 7. Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks 


| repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
) Acts 20: 21. 
































| Turn ye from your evil ways. 





If ye be willing and 
| obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: but if ye refuse and 
| rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword. Isa. 1: 19, 20. 
| Seek ye the Lord while he may be found call ye upon him while 
| he is near: let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous 


| man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 


| have mercy upon him: and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. Isa. 55: 6,7——Why will ye die, O house of Israel? 
For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the 
| Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live. Ezek. 18: 31,32. 
——Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways; for why will ye die, 
O house of Israel? Ezek. 33: 11 O Israel, return unto the 
Lord thy God. Hosea 14: 1. The Lord is . , . long-suffering 
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. 2 Pet. 3: 9. 

Vv. 14. Hardened their necks. 
rebellion and thy stiff-neck. Deut 31: 27. 














For I know thy 
He stiffened his 
neck, and hardened his heart from turning unto the Lord God of 





| Israes. 2 Chron. 36: 13.——He, that being often reproved har- 
deneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without 
| remedy. Prov. 29: 1——I know that thou art obstinate, and thy 


| neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass. Isa. 48: 4 After 
thy hardness and impenitent heart, treasurest up unto thyselfwrath 


| against the day of wrath. Rom. 2:5 Harden not your hearts. 
| Heb. 3: 8. 


| ¥. 15. Became vain.—Thus saith the Lord, What 
| iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they have gone far 
| from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain? 
| Jer 2: 5——When they knew God, they glorified him not as God, 

neither were thankful: but became vain in their imaginations, 
| and their foolish heart was darkened. Rom. 1: 21. We know 

















that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other 
God but one 1Cor. 8-4. 


v.17. Pass through the fire. And thou shalt not 
let any. of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech Lev. 18: 21. 
Moreover, he burnt incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom, 
and burnt his children in the fire, after the abominations of the 
heathen whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel. 
2 Chron 28:3 Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters unto devils and shed innocent blood. even the blood of 
their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the 
idols of Canaan. Psa. 106: 37, 38. 

Sold themselves. Thou hast sold thyself to work evil in 
the sight of the Lord. 1 Kings 21: 20. But there was none 
like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the 
sight of the Lord. 1 Kings 21: 21 
have ye sold yourselves. Isa. 50: 1. 




















Behold, for your iniquities 


INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 


Distinguish between the captivity of Israel, which began 
B. C. 721. and from which the captives never were recalled, 
and that of Judah which began B. C. 588, and from which 
there was a return to Jerusalem and its surrounding country. 

From verse 3 we learn that Shalmanezer was the Assyrian 
king who subdued Hoshea soon after the latter began to reign. 
Verse 5 designates another invasion by the same monarch. 
The capture of Samaria and the carrying away of its people 
as stated in verse 6, are usually ascribed to the same ruler, 
although the Assyrian monuments ascribe these achievements 
to Sargon, who claims to have captured Samaria in the first 
year of his reign. The author of the book of Kings does not 
designate by name “the king of Assyria,” who took the city 
and led off its people. 

For geographical and other facts concerning this captivity, 
see introductory part of the Critical Notes; and for some 


reasons why Judah was restored, see concluding paragraphs 
of the same. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D., L.H.D. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


We have in this lesson an account of the catastrophe 
which might have been expected from the time when Jero- 
boam, the son of Nebat, revolted from Solomon, and aposta- 
tuzed from the pure religion of Jehovah. The calf-worship 
could only end in a thoroughly corrupted and brutalized peo- 
ple. The few gleams of light here and there, the partial revi- 
vals of religion under the preaching of Hosea, and the long 
counsels of Elisha, only end in that deeper darkness. 

There is one peculiarity of these ancient ware seldom fonnd 
in modern warfare. It is the carrying into exile of the 
inhabitants of the country, or the more distinguished ones, 
leaving it utterly impoverished, and without strength for any 
future resistance of their conquerors. The time of this carry- 
ing into exile is particularly noted in verse 6. It was in the 
ninth year of Hoshea that the great king of Assyria took 
Samaria, and carried away the inhabitants, as aforesaid, to 
his own country, settling them in various places by the river 
Gozan, and among the cities of Medea. This was about seven 
hundred and twenty years before the birth of our Saviour. 

This city of Gozan 1s unquestionably the same with Gausan, 
afterwards called Gausanitis. In 1 Chron. 5: 26, it seems 
to be the name of a river, but in 2 Kings 18: 11 and 17: 6 
it is evidently applied, not to a river, but toa country. It 
was a rich and wide district of the Euphratean lands, through 
which ran the river Habor, now spelled by Layard and 
others, Khabour. The whole question of these ancient exiles 
is involved in some degree of difficulty. What need to trans- 
port people from one section of country to another, if both 
were equally filled and equally well cultivated. This seems 
to have been the case with the old Gozan district. It was in 
the very heart of the Assyrian Empire. Where a country had 
become impoverished and destitute of inhabitants, the pro- 
ceeding would seem more natural. There is, however, one 
case in modern times which appears to resemble it. A por- 
tion of Ireland had become barren and depopulated by war. 
The monarchs of England took great pains to stock it with 
new settlers, which have taken the place of the older inhabi- 
tants to this day. We may suppose something of this kind 
to have been incessantly taking place in these old countries. 
The land of Israel was very populous. It probably was the 
fact, too, that its people excelled as agriculturists and as 
artisans, well calculated to repair, in this respect, the losses 
of other countries. 

The Assyrian tablets, as now exhumed, show continual wars. 
The most conspicuous objects in them are large droves of men 
with yokes about their necks and chains upon their limbs. 
It would require no great stretch of fancy to discover these 
Israelitish captives among them, or the Jewish exiles, who 
were afterwards carried off in the same manner. Indeed, some 
have thought that the faces of the Judean exiles may be 
pointed out as distinct from the others. To these pictures cor- 
respond the statements given to us in the cuneiform alphabet. 
It is the most tiresome of histories, all war and relentlesa 








bloodshed from beginning to end, with hardly anything to 
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pompously called an Assyrian literature. 


The truth is, that of all the countries on the Mediterranean, 
in the north of Europe, or on the Euphrates and Nile rivers, 
there were but two that could be said to have a literature. 
These were the Greeks and the Jews. The Egyptian litera- 
ture, so called, is in the same barren and chaotic state with 
that of the Assyrian. Neither country ever produced a great 
poet or a great poem. Neither of them ever had any drama, 
any oratory left for coming ages, any history that was not a 
bare statement and re-statement of the names of kings. 
When men talk of Egyptian and Assyrian literature, we may 
well ask, Where are their books, their great authors that have 
survived the wreck of time, like the writings of Moses, of 
David, of the author of Job, of Solomon, of Isaiah, Homer, 
Pindar, Hschylus, or Demosthenes? If we ask for Assyrian 
poetry or oratory, the best known representative of both will 
be found in Rab-shakeh (Isa. 36), who figures as the ambassa- 
dor of the Eastern king. All this may seem like a digression, 
but it was strongly suggested by the mention of these strange 
exiles, and the influence they had upon the destiny of nations: 

CRITICAL. 

Verse 7. Allusion is here touchingly made to an act far dif- 
ferent in its aspect and intent. It was an exile indeed from 
a cruel land of bondage, but in which they had only tem- 
porarily sojourned after their ancestors had started from the 
East and from Palestine. It was an exile from a hard and 
hopeless tyranny into a land flowing with milk and honey. 
Soon did they begin to forget their mighty deliverance and 
to follow in the ways of the nations which Jehovah had 
driven out before them. From time to time were they 
brought back through the interposition of mighty men, 
raised up for that purpose, until, at last, a stable and religious 
monarchy seemed to have been established. 

And they built them high places in all their cities (v. 9). The 
word rendered “ high places” simply means altars. We can- 
not easily see the sin of this, unless it consisted in establish- 
ing unauthorized places of worship; for such there were in 
the land of Israel and Judah long before the building of the 
temple in Jerusalem. Neither is it easy to see what wrong 
there could be in their actually being on high places. These, 
we should think, were very proper for the divine worship— 
favorable to contemplation and drawing the mind heaven- 
ward. But they had become common among all the heathen 
It was a sign of heathen religion, and Jehovah 
meant to separate his people entirely from all association with 
them, whether of thought or locality. 


nations. 


Verse 10. In the same way groves are here spoken of (He- 
brew, Asherim). We have already said that this is a wrong 
translation. It literally means, shrines, and images of Astarte, 
the famous Oriental goddess of pleasure. The words follow- 
ing in the verse, “on every high hill, and under every green 
tree,” show that the word groves, so frequent in our Bible, 
cannot be the true rendering. : 


And there they burnt incense (v. 11). This was not originally 
any part of sacrificial worship, but it was introduced after- 
wards, both unto the heathen and the Jewish. In the one it 
represented the idea of thanksgiving only, or, the more pro- 
fane idea that the gods could be propitiated by pleasant odors. 
With the chosen people the incense offerings, established and 
practised, represented prayer in its spiritual aspect as “an 
odor of a sweet savor,”—the most agreeable that man could 
offer unto God. 


For they served idols (v. 12). The original word is used in 
the lowest and most contemptuous sense, expressing the 
abhorrence of Jehovah, and of all good men who had any 
right conception of true worship. The primary sense of the 
word is mud, clay, almost anything common or foul. The 
gillulim, the word here used comes, in this way, to denote the 
rudest and most inartistic images that were ever employed 
for such services. They were probably made of baked earth, 
or of very rude stone, very homely, and, perhaps, even revolt- 
ing in their forms ; such as we now find among heathen peo- 
ple, who seem to delight in making their gods to present the 
most awful and abominable aspects. See, for example, those 
occasionally imported from China, India, and other Eastern 
nations. 

Verse 13. If a teacher or student wishes the clearest and 
most effective exegesis of these words, let him turn to the 
lamentation of Amos, constituting a previous lesson, or to the 
long-continued expostulations of Hosea 6: 3,4: “O Ephraim, 
what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do 
unto thee? come, and let us return unto the Lord, for he 
hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will 
bind us up.” Or let him read Hosea 11, “ When Israel was 
a child, I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt; I 
taught him to walk, holding him by the arms; I drew him 
with the cords of a man, with bands of love; and now how 
shall I give thee up, O Ephraim; how shall I deliver thee, O 
Israel? My heart is turned within me, my repentings are 
kindled together.” Let the student ponder the touching 
language in Hosea 13: 9, 14: “ O Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself, but in me is thy help; I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave; I will redeem them from death; O 





death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruc- 


tion.” Then follows that tender chapter Hosea 14, which has 
already been the subject of one of our Biblestudies. It is like 
the sobbing of a mother over a wayward child, ready to forgive 
the greatest crimes, and to receive him back to her arms after 
the longest and most devious course of unfilial conduct. It 
seems condensed in this thirteenth verse: “Turn ye from 
your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes ;" 
or, as another prophet says in another place ; 
turn ye, for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 


“Turn ye— 


Verse 14. No less affecting is the stubborn refusal: “ But 
they listened not; they made stiff their neck like the neck of 
their fathers, who would not believe in the Lord their God.” 

They rejected his covenant (v. 15). Here was the evil root 
of all. They considered not their old glory, that old cove 
nant which God made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which 
separated them from all the nations of the earth, and at the 
same time made them a world-people, one in whom ali the 
nations were to be blessed, from whom Messiah was to come, 
and through whom humanity was to be raised to a higher 
plane. * 

And they caused their sons and their daughters to pass through 
the fire (v. 17). In other parts it is more fully given, “ to pass 
through the fire unto Moloch.” It was the practice of human 
sacrifice, and in its most awfully cruel and revolting form. 
Nothing presents in a more lurid light the hellish depravity of 
man when left to himself. It was nothing more nor less than 
the offering of their children, often their little new-born babes, 
to be burned in this fire, kindled within an horrid metallic 
idol. It was placed in the arms of the grim monster, and 
then its cries were drowned with noise of drums and tumults 
of every kind, made by the maddened populace. 


And Jehovah was very angry (vy. 13). The verb is in the 
strongest form. How could it be otherwise with a being whom 
we style holy ; and in view of the punishment of such a people, 
and of such practices, what must be thought of those whose 
religion will not admit that God can be angry? Read, in 
connection with this awful declaration, those sweet, tender, 
and melting strains of divine love which we have presented 
from the prophet Hosea. It needs no other proof that the 
most extreme severity against sin is not only consistent with, 
but demanded by the holiest love of the right and the true. 


There was none left but the tribe of Judah only. This, as 
appears from what immediately follows, was not for their 
righteousness, but they were preserved in fulfillment of the 
covenant with David, which was but a confirmation of the 
most ancient one made with the patriarchs. Still, even 
Judah was not wholly spared. Their captivity soon came, 
but though restored to the promised land, they never regained 
their old prosperity. Splendid heroes, like the Maccabees, 
and others did indeed arise from time to time among them, 
recalling something of the greatness of David, Hezekiah, and 
other more ancient kings; but, inthe main, they were years of 
darkness and turbulence and backsliding, until the star 
pointed the wise men to the cradle of the Babe of Bethlehem. 


One other reason, and of the most important kind, may be 
given why the nationality of Judah was not wholly destroyed, 
like that of Israel. Its existence as a political power, what- 
ever changes might take place within or around it, was se- 
cured by that other ancient prgmise—one of those very 
ancient ones we find in the book of Genesis. Its forty-ninth 
chapter is a very remarkable one, being almost wholly taken 
up with the prophetic trance of the dying Jacob. It was a 
strong belief of early days that the words of the dying, es- 
pecially those who had lived divinely favored lives, had a 
prophetic power. Homer frequently alludes to it. A father’s 
blessing at such a time, and a father’s curse, were regarded as 
awfully serious matters. In this clairvoyant vision of the 
old patriarch, in which he looks beyond the bounds of time, 
and sees far down the stream of the ages: almost all the pre- 
dictions referring"to the other tribes are of a temporal nature. 
Some of them, indeed, are curses instead of blessings; that of 
Judah, however, though he was not remarkable for saintli- 
ness, was of a very different kind. After giving him the su- 
premacy among his brethren, the dying patriarch looks far 
beyond the ordinary Israelitish history and the days of the 
exile; he sees a new and heavenly personage appearing upon 
the scene, the great power that was to limit the sway and 
continuance even of this last remnant of the sons of Jacob: 
“The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh come, and unto him shall 
the gathering of the nations be.” The word Shiloh primarily 
means peace. Taken as a peculiar Jewish compound, it may 
be rendered, He whose right it is. 
version. 


Such is the Septuagint 
30th meanings are fulfilled in our Saviour. He 
is the Prince of Peace. He is the one to whom every knee 
shall bow, in heaven, and on earth. 


PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REY. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 
INTRODUCTORY. 
Verse 6. Partial amendment is not enough to ward off the 
judgment of God. Hoshea, the last king of Israel, was not so 
bad as his predecessors, yet he “did that which was evil” 
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(v.2). Hedid not hate evil as such. He gave up some sins, 
but he clung to others which were most pleasant to him. 
God was not deceived by his partial reformation. He did 
evil “in the sight of the Lord.” Let none think that giving up 
some vice, as drunkenness, or licentiousness, is the same thing 
as becoming righteous. The heart must be changed, the 
principle of action altered, the whole life devoted to God, if 
we would escape the divine wrath. 

The judgment of God often descends gradually, to give sinners 
the opportunity of escape. At first the king of Assyria only 
took tribute from Hoshea, allowing him still to reign in 
Samaria as a subject prince. Had he and the people taken 
warning, they might even then have been forgiven and their 
state and city been preserved. Let us take heed in time. 
God sends many chastisements in this life to warn us, and if 
we profit by them and repent, we shall escape the worse 
judgment to come. 

Schemes of worldly policy and reliance on man cannot secure 
us from the judgment of God. Hoshea ought to have turned 
to God; instead of which he turned to Egypt. He should have 
paid what he owed to God ; instead of which he withheld the 
tribute he had promised to pay to Shalmanezer. Israel had 
been delivered by God from Egypt their foe, and yet turned 
to Egypt instead of to God their friend. So when chastise- 
ments are sent us for our sins, let us meekly bear them and 
not take wrong methods to escape them. Especially let us turn 
first of all for help, not to man, but toGod, in true repentance 
and humble faith in Jesus, his ambassador of mercy. 


The destruction of Israel was the judgment of God. This is 
emphatically stated. “The Lord removed them out of his 
sight” (v. 18). It was not because their number was small, 
their territory exposed to invasion, their Eastern neighbor 
mighty, that the ten tribes were scattered, but because God 
so ordained it. We ought to recognize the hand of God in 
national events. Some people try to explain everything by 
second causes, as if the rise and fall of empires depended only 
on circumstances. But God is the ruler among the nations. 
He setteth up one and pulleth down another. In spite of 
wealth, armies, valor, when his decree goes forth the greatest 
empire falls. 

The judgment of God was connected with the wickedness of 
Israel. God destroyed the nation, but he destroyed it because 
of its own sin; so that Israel destroyed itself. If God works 
by great natural laws in nations as in nature, it is no less 
God who works. He has decreed that wickedness is weak- 
ness. Israel by a long career of wrong-doing had become 
rotten. There was no mutual trust, no social cohesion, none 
of that valor which is synonymous with virtue; it had 
broken asunder from God, and then its parts no longer 
cohered, and it fell by its own sin. And this is a universal 
law. The Roman empire was utterly corrupted within before 
it fell a victim to foes without. The Turkish Empire has long 
been becoming more and more rotten, until it is impossible 
that any external aid can hold it together. And every 
nation that departs from God and tramples on truth, virtue, 
and justice, is exposed to certain destruction, which, however 
delayed, will inevitably come. ‘They are the best patriots 
who endeavor to preserve religion and righteousness among 
the people. 

The historian enters unto a full explanation of the cause of 
Israel's ruin. This passage is very unlike the spirit of most 
histories. It distinctly recognizes the hand of God as punish- 
ing a nation’s sins. 

THE SIN OF ISRAEL. 

Verse 7. They sinned against God. It was not merely that 
they sinned against truth or virtue, that they acted foolishly, 
indolently, unjustly; but they sinned against God. So let 
us, as nations and as individuals, remember that there is One 
who claims our allegiance; that our first duty is to love and 
obey him ; and that the great sin of all sins is to disobey him. 

They were guilty of ingratitude. God had saved them from 
Pharoah, brought them out of Egypt, driven away the Ca- 
naanites, bestowed on them vineyards and cities; and yet, in 
spite of all his goodness, they had served the gods of those 
enemies and forsaken Jehovah. Let us remember how much 
we owe to God for all the blessings of his providence, the 
numberless mercies of our lives, especially the gift of Christ, 
who yielded his own life to redeem us from a worse than 
Egyptian bondage. If then we forget the giver of so many 
mercies, and yield ourselves up to those very sins from which 
Christ died to save us; if we go back to that Satan from 
whom at so great a cost we were rescued,—our guilt will 
exceed even that of Israel. 

Verse 8. They adopted the laws and customs of the heathen. 
God had given them a holy law from Sinai, and institutions of 
justice, humanity, and mercy; yet they renounced these, and 
as if they had not laws of their own, so much better, ‘“ walked 
in the statutes of the heathen.” And so have nations called 
Christian often adopted political maxims both in home and 
foreign policy, no better than those of the heathen, to whom 
they send missionaries. And, alas, how often as individuals 
do we adopt the foolish, vain, sensual, selfish statutes, max- 
ims, fashions of the world, rather than follow the ordinances 
of Christ! 


Verse 9 





They practiced both secret and presumptxous sins. 
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They built idolatrous altars, and set up images for worship in 
all their cities, and on every tower. It was a fashionable sin, 
and they all vied witn each other in this idolatry. There 
were other sins which it was still fashionable to condemn, but 
which they practiced secretly. What a true picture of “ the 
world” in all ages,—seeking their own pleasure, and not God's 
will; seeking it openly in ways which have become recognized 
as reputable, and secretly in ways which at present it is thought 
the proper thing to condemn. But God sees both the secret: 
and the open sin, and will bring both unto judgment. “ Keep 
back thy servant from presumptuous sins; cleanse thou me 
from secret faults.” 

Verses 10-12. They served idols. This was their great sin, 
the source of all other The corruption of the idea of God 
corrupts morality. Unfaithfulness to him leads to the dis- 
regard of all social obligations. The sin of idolatry was 
most sternly condemned, as it was the sin to which Israel 
was most prone, and which was the chief cause of their ruin. 
They did what God had emphatically said they should not 
do; and when they once began they knew no restraint, but 
served their idols “on every hill and under every tree.” So 
when we cease to love God supremely we shall bow down to 
some other object which will become practivally a god to us; 
and it will not be in this or that special spot, but in every 
place ; and not on this or that particular day, but at all 
times, that we shall practice our idolatry. 

Verses 13, 14. They persevered in sin in spite of God's 
patience and remonstrances. He sent to them prophet after 
prophet, and by miracles of mercy and judgment, by words 
of promise and threatening. urged them to repent. He called 
on them to turn from their evil ways. It was not too late, 
nor was it beyond their power, else he would not have com- 
manded them to “turn.” Yet they “hardened their neck.” 
They were wilfully obstinate, and refused to take heed. Thus 
sinners still treat a god of mercy. He bears with them, 
spares them, appeals to them by pastors and teachers, by 
mercies and trials, by his word and by his Spirit; yet they 
resolutely “resist the Holy Ghost” and “harden their necks.” 
Beware of thus fighting against God! 

Verse 15. They broke the covenant. Israel was the special 
object of the love of God. He chose the seed of Abraham as 
his peculiar people, and gave them special promises. But 
this covenant they broke. The children of the godly, when 
they sin, wickedly break “the covenant God made with their 
fathers.” Backsliders break the covenant they themselves 
contracted when they professed to believe in Christ, became 
members of his church, and participated in the sacraments 
and worship he ordained. 

They followed vanity. Idols were vain, mere blocks of 
wood and stone. The “molten images” and “the calves” 
could give them no protection. The worship offered was 
mockery, the expectation cherished was delusion. So all sin 
is vanity. Men promise themselves safety from punishment; 
it is a vain security. They expect pleasure and profit from 
wickedness; it is a vain hope. There is no peace to the 
wicked. They build on a foundation of sand. They believe 
a lie. 

Verses 16,17. They sold themselves to do evil. Asif they 
had become slaves to a master who exacted heavy tasks, all 
of which they diligently performed. They failed in nothing 
which the despot demanded. They not only left some, but 
‘all the commandments of the Lord.” They made them 
molten images, and calves, and worshiped the stars, and 
served Baal, and offered their children to Moloch, and had 
dealings with devils, and sold themselves as slaves to Satan, 
while the Lord looked on, whom they thus provoked to 
anger. Let all beware of the beginning of sin. We know 
not how far we may go when once we depart from God 
There are many who sell themselves to the devil. If they 
got the whole world by the bargain, how poor an exchange! 
“What shall it profit a man?” But for what trifles some 
people sell their souls! 

Verse 18. They provoked God in anger to remove them out 
of his sight. God can be angry. “God is angry with the 
wicked every day.” How awful to make a God of love 
angry! Let us beware how we presume on his forbearances, 
and go on provoking him till it is too late to escape his 
He will at last remove all impenitent sinners 
“out of his sight.” They said to him, “ Depart from us,” 
and he will say, “Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity.” 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


T he children of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God 
which had brought them out of the land of Egypt (v. 7). As 
we read the story of the Israelites we are impressed with a 
sense of their ingratitude. The richest favors at God's hands 
were insufficient to keep them in his service. Yet in this 
they were much like other people. Prosperity does not in 
itself make men grateful to God. A man’s religion does not 





commonly increase in proportion to his growing wealth. He | 


succor and supply him, fails, when he has received the 
desired blessing, to thank God for it, and to prove his grati- 
tude by trustful obedience. Like wayward Israel, he sins 
against the Lord who has brought him out of bondage. 


And walked in the statutes of the heathen, whom the Lord 
cast out from before the children of Israel (v. 7). It is a mis- 


| take to suppose that if evil-doers only had before their eyes 


a plain example of the consequences of such a course as they 
are pursuing, they would turn and do differently. An evil 
example is more likely to be followed than shunned. An 
intemperate father is not sure that his sons will be total 
abstainers. If the father is punished for stealing, that fact in 
itself does not make the sons strictly honest. When a 
majority of a band of robbers are shot down as outlaws, the 
others of them do not, as a matter of course, desert their life 
of crime. Here in Pennsylvania a bank cashier became a 
defaulter, and to escape legal punishment went and hanged 
himeelf in the garret. A young man at that time in the 
bank, was chosen to the cashier's place. He went right on in 
the same path, and recently he hanged himself on the very 
rafter from which he had assistef to take down the body of 
his predecessor. Something more is necessary to keep us 
from sinning, than the knowledge that others have been 
punished for doing as we do. 


Yet the Lord testified against Israel, . . . by all the prophets, 
and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways (v. 13) 
It was from no lack of warning that Israel went astray. 
And whoever is punished for sinning, he must admit, as he 
looks back, that both his duty and his danger were plainly 
pointed out to him in ample season for him to turn and 
be saved. If any father thinks that because he has given 
good advice to his children they will surely walk in the 
right way, he makes a sad mistake. Every teacher ought to 
realize that the speaking of sound words to a scholar, by no 
means saves or shields that scholar. Telling a young person 
what is wise and what is right is very well as far as it goes, 
and such telling is a duty; but this alone is not sufficient to 
keep any person from ruin. Some of the best advised people 
in the world are chief among wrong-doers. To be told 
what is right is one thing. To do what is right is quite 
another. 


They followed vanity, and became vain (v.15). They fol- 
lowed emptiness, and became empty. There is nothing in sin 
that satisfies. Even for this life there is no true comfort, no 
contentment in evil doing, or in vain living. A young man 
who gives himself to sinful pleasures loses strength, loses 
health, loses good looks, loses all the signs and all the attain- 
ments of true manhood. He deteriorates, instead of progress- 
ing, as the years go by. A young woman who has no higher 
aim than to dress well and to appear to advantage, does not 
in the long run secure even that which she lives for. She 
cannot have real power in any sphere while failing to recog- 
nize her higher capabilities. If a man devotes himself to chas- 
ing an ignis fatuus, he is more likely to flounder in the marsh 
than he is to get a brilliant light to illuminate his home. No 
man will grow fat, however puffed up he may be, through 
feeding on the east wind. Only the bread of life and the 
water of life can satisfy or refresh the soul of man. He who 
follows emptiness shall become empty. 


They caused their sons and their daughters to pass through 
the fire (v.17). They hoped to be the gainers by sacrificing, 
or risking, their sons and daughters. Parents who are un- 
faithful to their own best interests, and unfaithful to their 
God, cannot be depended on for faithfulness to their children. 
Children are sure to be the sufferers by the godlessness and 
irreligion of their parents. Even if the parents are sincere in 
their attachment to that which is false in doctrine or wrong 
in practice, their sincerity does not protect their children from 
the consequences of such error. If they train their children 
to think that they can save themselves, or that God's forgive- 
ness is to be purchased by penance ; if they teach by example 
that falsehood, or dishonesty, or impure speech, is to be toler- 
ated ; if they misuse their time, or squander their money, or 
defile and injure themselves by liquor-drinking, or tobacco- 
using. or gluttony, parents are not only themselves to blame 
for it, but they cause their sons and their daughters to pass 
through the fire. 

Therefore the Lord was angry with Israel, and removed them 
out of his sight (v. 18). God gave to the Israelites the privilege 
of being his peculiar people, of occupying a land where his 
favor to them was evidenced in every way, of representing 
him before the nations of the earth. The Israelites did not 
care to have the position thus proffered them. They were 
unwilling to be known as God’s children. They preferred other 
gods to Jehovah. They refused to obey his commandments. 
They defied his authority. Again and again God sent special 
messengers to them, with invitations and warnings; but the 
foolish and rebellious Israelites were determined not to serve 
God, or to seek his favor. Then he removed them out of the 
land where he had proposed to give them his blessing. What 
else could he do? God is trying the same thing over again 
with successive generations. He asks us to be his children, 





refuse this invitation once, he is quite likely to make it again 
and again. But the time comes when he no longer presses 
our acceptance of his richest blessings. He permits us to 
choose once for all; and if we decide not to be his children, he 
removes us out of his sight—away from his loving presence 
and smile—forever. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


The story in to-day’s lesson isasad one. What is the mean- 
ing of captivity? What little captive have we learned about 
in these lessons? Many years after the little maid and Elisha 
and Naaman were dead, all the people of Israel were made 
slaves and carried away into strange countries among strange 
people. Our golden text tells the reason. Why was it? 

After having the text recited by those who have learned 
it at home, read with the class the other clauses, one by 
one, of the same verse; and show the scholars the guilt of Is- 
rael, how the people had transgressed, what had been com- 
manded, what they refused to hear and do. Then describe the 
judgment upon them, and the certainty that God will always 
punish sin. 

Whom did they disobey? Had he been kind to them? 
More than seven hundred years before, this same nation of 
people were all slaves in the land of Egypt. Who brought 
them out? Who was their leader? To what land did God 
bring them? What people did he drive out of the land of 
Canaan when the Israelites went in? It was to punish the 
heathen nations that he drove them out and destroyed them ; 
and again and again he told his people not to do as the heathen 
did, lest they in turn should be punished in the same way. 

To whom did God give his law for all the people to know 
and obey? He made a covenant with Moses and with David. 
What is a covenant? He promised them over and over again 
that if they would serve him and seek him, he would never 
forsake nor destroy them. What did he promise? Moses 
told them, as God said again and again, that if they forgot 
God, if they served idols, if they did evil in the sight of God, 
he would scatter them among the nations. What did he 
promise if they did evil? What does our verse say they 
transgressed? What is meant by transgress? How had they 
transgressed? Who made the golden calves? What is 
added every time Jeroboam’s name is referred to? Did any 
other kings make Israel to sin? Jeroboam was the first, and 
Hoshea, who was king at the time of this lesson, was the last of 
nineteen kings. Not one of them was like David, “a man after 
God's own heart.’” Hoshea was not so bad as some of the 
rest; for this is what is said of him, (and you can see how 
bad they all were if he was the best,) ‘‘ He did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lord, but not as the kings of Israel 
that were before him.” 

What did the people worship on Mount Carmel in Elijah’s 
time? Who was king then? Were the kings the only people 
who were so wicked? No, the people secretly did those things 
that were not right: they were not true and pure and good. 
If their hearts were not right to God, they were all wrong. 
In the homes, in quiet places, in crowds in the market-places, 
the people were all sinful, and broke God's law, and did evil 
in his sight. Are there any secret sins hid from God? Can 
he see and hear in darkness as well as in the light? Can he 
read the heart, know the thoughts, and hear a whisper? They 
sinned secretly and openly ; they worshiped idols that they 
made with their own hands, they built the temples and the 
high places, and they made every grove and every green tree 
a place for a heathen altar and heathen worship. Did they 
know that this would make God angry? If they cared for 
his love, could they have done so? 

Did God send any messages to the people of Israel in all 
these years? In whom did the prophet Hosea say was their 
help? Was God willing to forgive even when they had so 
sinned and forsaken him? What did Hoseatell them to do? 
Did they seek the blessings of forgiveness or take the promised 
help? Which prophet sang a song of sorrow and told his 
grief and lamentation over their sins? Whom did he tell 
them to seek? Did he remind them of their mighty sins? 
What did he promise if they would “seek good, and not 
evil”? 

What other prophets were sent to the people of Israel? 
Have we learned of any heathen people to whom God sent a 
prophet to cry, “Repent”? Did they hear? What did the 
king of Nineveh proclaim? Did the people repent and turn 
to God? Did God turn away his anger and save them? 

It is a sad story that God's own chosen people, for whom 
he had cared so long and had been so patient and loving, 
“would not hear—nor do.” God's word is sure; not a promise 
ever fails, whether of mercy or of wrath. He had often and 
often told them so, and proved it to them hundreds of times. 
But still they did not seem to believe it, for “ they sold them- 
selves to do evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke him to 
anger.” “The Lord was very angry, and removed them out 
of his sight.” Does that mean that they were carried where 


the eye of God could not see them? Could that be? No, but he 


is rarely more religious in health than in sickness. Many a to represent him before the world, to receive salvation at the | had shown them love and favor, by signs and miracles prov- 
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before his eyes, and his tender mercies always towards them ; 
now they had so provoked him by their sins he must keep his 
word and send them away from being his own people, and 
they could be no nearer to him than the other nations whom 
he ruled over. How did Goddo it? There was a rich and 
powerful king of a great country called Assyria, who began 
to send armies to conquer the people of Israel; for a while 
they paid money to the king, and he accepted that, and did 
not entirely conquer them. But when Hoshea became king he 
would not pay the tax which had been paid before. He made 
a bargain with the king of Egypt to help him against the 
king of Assyria; but no help came from Egypt as he expected. 
The great armies of Assyria came, and conquered much of the 
country. King Hoshea was, however, not to be easily taken. 
He gathered his soldiers and all the food and supplies he could 
get into the city of Samaria, shut the gates, and determined 
to hold out against the enemy. What do you call that when 
crowds of people and soldiers are shut up within a city and 


the enemy are all encamped outside the walls and the barred | 


ates ? 

, So it was when the four lepers came with news one night 
to the palace of another king. What city was that? What 
trouble was in the city? In that same city for three years 
the siege lasted, but finally the king of Assyria conquered. 

King Hoshea was sent away in chains. One of the proph- 
ete says of him, “ As for Samaria, her king is cut off as the 
foam upon the water;” and again he says, “In a morning 
shall the king of Israel utterly be cut off.” The city was ruined, 
the palaces torn down, the temples laid low, little children 
thrown over the walls, the sick, old, and helpless murdered, 
for they would be of no use asslaves. The beautiful city was 
utterly destroyed, the towers and walls and statues ; the 
houses all made into heaps of broken stone, and hurled down 
into the rocky valleys around the beautiful hill whereSamaria 
was built. There have been found on stones in Assyria, pic- 
tures and words which tell of this carrying away of the peo- 
ple of Israel, these ten tribes who joined together with Jero- 
boam for their king when the kingdom was divided. On 
some of these monuments are numbers written, which 
show that in all twenty-seven thousand two hundred and 
eighty people were carried away. Those who were not killed 
at once were taken away as prisoners. With heavy hearts 
and weary feet they were driven by the soldiers in companies 
many a dreary mile; and after the journey was ended, they 
toiled for hard masters on the shores of rivers far away from 
their own land, promised and given to them, but forever lost 
by sin and disobedience. f 

It will be well to review and question upon the foregoing, 
which is difficult for little minds to take in. By careful 
questioning, try to get from the children expressions of what 
they understand from this story ; and leave upon the hearts 
and minds such questions as these: Will God surely punish? 
Whom will he punish? Did one word of God’s ever fail? 
Were the people of Israel more sinful than those who now 
forget God? : 
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Israel was an idolatrous nation. They worshiped the 
the entire period, 254 years. They began to 
worship Baal. The Lord immediately sent Elijah to begin 
the work of destruction, which was finished by Jehu— 


thirty-four years. 


calves during 


Outline map. Land of Israel and Empire of Assyria. 


The journey of the captives beyond the river. 600 miles. 


| The land of their captivity (probably) on the borders of Media | 
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Lord's love 


Israel's sin 


In choosing them! 
In forsaking him! | 
In waiting and pleading! 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Lord's mercy 








Lord's judgment——In casting off forever! 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


IMPENDING Doom.—During the first winter that the top of 
Mount Washington was occupied by signal corps of the United 
States, the observers there had some novel and terrible experi- 


ences. One night the thermometer marked fifty-nine degrees 
below zero, and the wind blew at one hundred and twenty 
miles an hour. The building which sheltered the observers 
shook before the tremendous gale, and seemed each moment 
on the verge of being hurled into destruction. All through 
that night of dread its occupants were on the brink of death, 
thus faintly shadowing the position of all who dwell under 
the curse of God. 


INGRATITUDE To Gop.—Israel's ingratitude to God as de- 
scribed in verse 7, and man’s ingratitude generally, is well 
illustrated by the fable of the man who found a viper frozen 
and stiff, and out of sheer pity he put it under his coat to 
warm. The viper soon revived, and bit his benefactor. 

CALs ReFrusepD.— When the sad accident occurred in Chester, 
Penn., at the launching of the “Saratoga” on Tuesday, May 
22, 1877, the warning was given to all the workmen to come 
from under the vessel. Peril was at hand; the vessel was 
moving ; warning was uttered ; all were called to flee; some 
did flee ; but ten remained, for some reason unexplained, and 
seven of them met with instant death. 

Noxe Lerr.—Verse 18 shows the completeness of Israel’s 
doom. Sir John Franklin's exploring party were all lost in 
the arctic regions. Some traces of the party were found, but 
of the men ‘‘there was none left.” Their extinction was 
complete. 

ECLECTIC COMMENTARY, 

2 Kings 17: 6. Hoshea. Hoshea, the son of Elah, was 
the nineteenth and last and best of the kings of the separate 
kingdom of Israel. He was not of royal , hes Fry but was a 
conspirator against Pekah, and usurped his throne (2 Kings 
15: 30). He seems to have headed a reform party, and to 
have struggled for several years to establish himself on the 
throne, which he did not accomplish till 730 B. C_— Todd. 


Carried Israel away. At first Sargon carried away from 
Samaria no more than 27,280 prisoners (Ancient Monarchies, 
Vol. IL, p. 410), and was so far from depopulating the 
country that he assessed the tribute on the remaining inhabn- 
tants at the same rate as before the conquest. But there is 
reason to believe that later in his reign he effected the 
wholesale deportation here mentioned. It was a practice 
familiar to him in all his wars (/bid., p. 423); and that he 
exercised it on Samaria seems to be implied in a statement 
contained in his inscriptions, that he settled a number ot 
Arabians in that country (Jdid., p. 415). He was also, so far 
as we know, the only Assyrian monarch who colonized 
Media.—Speaker’s Comm. 


Cities of the Medes. The Medish inhabitants of Gozan 
having revolted, had been destroyed by the kings of Assyria, 
and nothing was more natural than that they should wish to 
place in it an industrious people, like the captive Israelites, 
while it was well suited to their pastoral life —Jamieson. 


The children of Israel: had sinned. Their iniquity was 
their ruin. Out of Hosea and Amos their sins may be 
gathered; and especially their abominable idolatry, con- 
tempt of Giod’s prophets, and abuse of his benefits — Zrapp. 


V.9. Did secretly. The signification of this passage is 
somewhat doubtful. Literally the words run thus,—‘ And 
the children of Israel concealed (or ‘dissembled’) words 
which were not so concerning the Lord their God.’ This 
has been taken to mean (1) treachery (Gesenius); (2) secret 
blasphemy (Grotius); (3) secret sins of various kinds (A. V.); 
but probably the true meaning is, (4) that the Israelites 
cloaked or covered their idolatry with pretenses that it was 
a worship of Jehovah, so glossing it over and dissembling 
towards God, instead of openly acknowledging their apostasy. 
—WSpeaker’s Comm. 


From the tower . . . to the fenced city. In all parts and 
places, both in cities and in the country; yea, in the most 
uninhabited and neglected parts, where few or none dwell 
beside the watchmen, who are left there in towers, to pre- 
serve the cattle and fruits of the earth, or to give notice of 
the approach of enemies.— Pool. 


V.10. Groves. The Hebrew word asherim, which we 
translate groves, should be rendered idols of that name... . 
This word doth not signify the grove, but the numen, or 
deity, placed in the grove. For how should groves “ be set 
up under every green tree,’ as it is here said the asherim 
were.—Fatrick. 


V.15. They followed vanity. As an idol is “ nothing in the 
world” (1 Cor. 8:4), mere weakness and impotence, the 
sacred writers give to idols and idolatry a variety of names 
denoting this emptiness and nothingness. . . . The word here 
used, bebel . . . seems to mean “ breath,” or ‘“ vapor,’—a 
familiar image for nonentity.—Speaker’s Comm. 








A heathen god is nothing, a nullity; it is emptiness, a 


name for something which does not exist, vanity. People 
| who worship them make themselves empty, insignificant, 
| and yain.—; 


umner, 


V.16. The host of heaven. The sun, moon, and stars, 
| particularly the planets. Some suppose that this refers to 
| the Assyrian form of idolatry, with which the Israelites 
| became familiar in the reign of Pekah. It is evident, how- 
ever, that the worship of the stars formed a part of the 
| Pheenician idolatry, and was practiced among the Canaanites 
from before the time of the Conquest (Deut. 4: 19; 17: 3). 
Todd. 

V.17. To pass through the fire. The probable explanation 
is that the expression only referred originally to a passage 
through the fire without consumption, a sort of fire-baptism, 

as gerry pare by fire were practiced by various peoples, 
and that it was not connected with human sacrifice. Not 
until a later time did this become corrupted into a real sacri- 
fice and burning, but the original expression was retained 
and became general. It may be, too, that the practice was 
not always and everywhere the same, but both living and 


dead children were burned, and this expression was used in | 


both cases.—Bahr. 
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Ohio, at Del 2. June 5-7. 
Nebraska, at Omaha June 5-7. 
New York, at Buffalo. June 12-14, 
Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg. June 12-14. 
fowa, at Ottumwa June 12-14. 
Minnesota, at Mankato June 19-21. 
Kentucky, at Paris. June 26-28, 
Indiana, at Terre Haute June 26-28, 
Georgia, at Athens August 24-26. 





Kansas, at Ottawa_ 
New Jersey, at Pater 


_----aa--Uctober 16-18. 
November 13-15. 








NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. . 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Normal class every Thursday in the 
Y. M, C. A. Hall, Conducted, Part 1, by the Rev. E. M. Saunders i 
Part 2, by the Rey, Dr. R. F, Burns. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in the Meionaon, every 
Saturday at noon. Also, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Bromfield Street, at 
3p. m., Saturday. Both led by the Rey. H. M. Parsons. 

Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 
p. m., in Lecture-room of Center Church. 


New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal class on all other Monday 
evenings ; all in Center Church Chapel. 


Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4p. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. Normal class every 
Thursday at 4.45 p. m., in the chapel of the Fourth Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, the second Monday evening of 
each month, in Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, in the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 


Harrisburg, Penn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 Pp. m., in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 Pp. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, 
8p.m,inthe Y, M.C, A. Hall. 

Pfttsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 


Cleveland, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p.m, inthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. Conducted by the Rev. 
Francis A. Horton. 


Dayton, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 7.30 
p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Parlor. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3r.m., inthe Y. M.C, A. Hall. 


Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, in 
5 vp. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
C. P. Jacobs. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street. Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday in the First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Street and Lucas Place, at8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 

Alton, Ill., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Springfield, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. Also Normal class every Saturday from 11 to 12 a.m.; 
and Eclectic class every Monday from 3to4Pp.m.; both in the Y, M. 
C. A, Parlor, and both conducted by B. F. Jacobs. 

Burlington, lowa, Sunday School Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches. 


| Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 


of each month. 


AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


For once the American Sunday School Union has broken 
the shell, taken a new departure, and held its regular anni- 
versary west of the Alleghanies. The Union has thereby 
given the people of the West an opportunity to show how 
much they value the services of “the society that takes 
care of the children.” 

May 16th was the time, and the Walnut Street Presby- 


| terian Church, of St. Louis, the Rev. Dr. Brookes, pastor, 
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was the place, for the Fifty-third Anniversary. It was an 
experiment both on the part of the Union and of this city. 
A popular gathering for an anniversary of a religious so- 
ciety on a week-day evening was a problem of doubtful 
solution, The largest church audience room was selected, 
and tickets issued to the full capacity of the house, includ- 
ing five hundred extra chairs. The oldest Sunday-school 
superintendent of the city remarked to the younger Pax- 
son, who said that he expected to fill the house, “I honor 
your faith, but—” 

The tickets were all taken, and many more were desired ; 
and although the afternoon was stormy, and the evening 
dark and threatening, the house was crowded at an early 
hour by the very people the Society desired to interest more 
fully in its work, Thus the friends of the Union in St. 
Louis, by acts, which speak louder than words, said to the 
Board, ‘“ We thank you for letting us express our joy in 
the work that the Society has done and is doing.” Not 
content with this, however, these expressions were voiced 
to the world by the gentlemen who spoke of the society 
and what it is worthy of, as they had seen it and therefore 
knew. 

Dr. P. G. Gillett, the chairman, and a vice-president of 
the Union, remarked, upon taking the chair, “ that this old 
and honored Society had now for the first time come West 
with the anniversary to greet her children and grand- 
children in the great valley of the Mississippi. The Rev. 
Dr. 8. J. Niccolls, pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church 
of St. Louis, was the first speaker. He said that the work 
for which the Union was organized is not done yet. It is 
not the time for abating aught of its energies, but for re- 
newing them, since there is more real missionary work in this 
generation waiting for this Society than all it has yet accom- 
plished in the fifty-three years of its history. This, then, is 
not the time for the friends of the Sunday-school cause to 
withdraw their support from the American Sunday School 
Union, but to increase it. The Rev. Dr. H. D. Ganse, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church, gave a graphic description 
of the work of the Society in gathering up the few scattered 
religious elements in the new settlements, and showing them 
how to work for the salvation of their children on the 
Union basis. This, he claimed, was just as they ought to 
work, and when this plan was heartily adopted by all, we 
could, under the methods of this Union, reach every place, 
for there would be a centre of religious influence set up in 
every settlement until the circles of good would touch, 
and thus the land be blessed by a Bible-reading people. 

The Rev. Dr. C. L. Goodell, pastor of the Pilgrim Con- 
gregational Church, considered it a high compliment to the 
people that a society like the American Sunday School 
Union should exist for fifty-three years and show such a 
glorious work done, and so many hundreds of thousands of 
dollars collected and distributed, and not a dime stolen. 
The Society, it is true, including representatives of so many 
denominations, is closely watched, and so had to give a 
strict account of its stewardship. He was prepared to urge 
the claims of the Union from a personal acquaintance with 
its operations as he had seen them in a tour through Texas. 
Then he enlarged upon the good done by the Society in 
bringing Christians nearer to Christ and so nearer to each 
other. 

The Rev. Dr. John Hall, of New York, followed with 
the plea that when the Union was formed this great valley 
was frontier, and Christians and philanthropists sent for- 
ward men and means from the East to build up the cause 
of Christ here through the Sunday-school. This is now the 
center, and the frontier has moved far west, and the respon- 
sibility which was once borne by the Christian men and 
women of the East ought now to be showed by the Chris- 
tians of this city. He rejoiced in the growing demand for 
Bible instruction, and he closed with an earnest appeal for 
the perpetuation of the work of the Union all over our 
land. 

From the opening of the first hymn to the benediction 
there was breathless attention and the deepest interest 
manifested. Onthe platform was the elder Paxson and the 
older A. W. Corey. The latter came here and began work 
for the Union when St. Louis numbered less than ten 
thousand souls, and Chicago less than three thousand. For 
the first time Father Paxson had all his family present at 
an anniversary,—three sons and three daughters. The one 
who was taught by a godly teacher more than thirty 
years ago that she must bea little missionary and bring 
some one into Sunday-school was present. That Sunday- 
school teacher did not dream that by infusing the true 
spirit of missions into the heart of that little girl she was 
to lead more than a hundred thousand children into Sunday- 
school. God sees the end from the beginning. And he 
sent the little missionary first to her own father. She 
would not let him go, but persisted until she won the 
victory, and her father had become a member of the little 
Sunday-school. It was fitting, therefore, that the first 
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regular anniversary of the American Sunday School Union 
held in the Mississippi Valley should be held in St. Louis, 
the home of Stephen Paxson. 

The leading daily papers went out of their way to say 
words of welcome to this Society, and give notice of its 
meetings without charge and at any length desired. Thus 
ends the new departure, and brings out many strong friends 
of the Society who have been holding up its hands in si- 
lence, but with great fidelity. It is hoped by many patrons 
of the Union that the day is not far distant when the 
American Sunday School Union will extend its anniversary 
occasions over one or two days in order that the friends of 
union Sunday-school work may have an opportunity of ex- 
changing views upon this most important branch’ of practi- 
cal home evangelization. 


NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CONVENTION. 


The Third National Convention held by the Baptist Sun- 
day-school workers met at Tremont Temple, Boston, on 
Thursday evening, May 17, and held its last session at the 
same place on the following Sunday evening. Several in- 
tervening sessions for sermons and a great meeting of chil- 
dren were held at other places. 

The Rey. Dr. Warren Randolph, formerly Sunday-school 
Secretary of the American Baptist Publication Society, now 
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Indianapolis, Ind., 
was chosen president of the Convention. In some words of 
welcome to the Convention, the Rev. Dr. Lorimer said: 
“Pericles once said that ancient Athens had nothing but 
what she would freely share with all Greece; and so this 
city, which was called the modern Athens, freely offered 
everything to the delegates who had assembled.” 

In response to the welcome, the Rev. Dr. Henson said: 
“There must be some mistake about the rigor of this 
climate and the coldness of New England hearts. Many 
people were wicked and simple enough to suppose that 
Boston was the very home of the east wind. They had 
come to Boston to see how it was, and they had found that 
the breeze was as healing as that which blew from Ceylon’s 
isle. If there was anything Boston ought to be proud of, it 
was her culture. She had always seeemed to know that 
man was more than mouth and stomach, and bigger than a 
mountain, and to have appreciated these facts.” 

The Convention was attended by three hundred and 
twenty-five delegates, as wellas by good general audiences, 
and all its appointees appeared at their appointed times, 
and did the promised work. On the first meeting the Rev. 
C. J. Baldwin, of Rochester, N. Y., spoke upon “Character 
as an element in successful teaching.” As reported in The 


Register, a special record of the Convention, Mr. Baldwin 
said : 


BAPTIST 


We need character in the teacher to’produce character in the 
scholar. The only true end of Sabbath school instruction is to 
develop godliness in the life. Mere Bible learning may fall far 
short of divine wisdom. Unless we succeed in the formation of 
godly character in the young, we fail of the great aim of Christianity. 
Now to reach this effect we must have an adequate cause; and 
character in the teacher is that which is indispensable to this end. 
Nothing moves life like life. The Holy Spirit is wise in his adapta- 
tions, and we have yet to learn that he chooses the impure to teach 
purity, or the selfish and worldly to instruct in spirituality. No, 
there is a subtle something which is quite distinct from the 
speaker’s thought and words, but which the hearer never fails to 
be impressed by. What is it? Itis personality. It is that invis- 
ible and intangible aureole which scientists tell us surrounds each 
person,—an irradiation of the qualities of self. Now children are 
the keenest of all observers, Their nature is alive at every pore 
with receptivity, and they feel this subtle atmosphere of character 
atonce. It was this that gave Dr. Arnold of Rugby his wonderful 
influence in England. His pupils caught from his life a thrill of 
sympathetic impulse that made new beings of them. The success- 
ful teacher is always of this kind. His words and looks and atti- 
tudes are charged with the electricity of character. His scholars 
feel him, and absorb into their being the emanations of his life, 
Happy they who have come in their formative impressible state 
under the influence of such a force! Too many of our Sabbath 
schools are open to the criticism that their teachers are mainly 
from the young and inexperienced. We need men and women for 
this work—people of maturity and standing. Boys and girls are 
hard to manage. Their instincts of reverence must be appealed to. 
A class of reckless youths in the hands of a lady, or of giddy girls 
under the direction of a gentleman, will soon show the results of a 
treatment which brings them within the sphere of character. Let 
our men of means and standing enter the mission schools, and their 
property and position will give them an ascendency which others 
could not secure. But it is the power of vital godliness that is 
most effective. There is a nameless force that flows from a prayer- 
ful heart. Learning cannot secure it—wealth cannot buy it—self- 
culture cannot produce it. It is the irradiation of divine life. It 
is Christ reproducing his incarnation in and through the character 
of his people. Character cannot be assumed for an occasion. It 
must be the result of natural growth. Nor can it be forced. True 
growth must take its own time and way. Let your character 
alone. Do not be continually watching yourself, counting your 





steps and feeling your own pulse. Put your life in the hands of 
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Jesus, and leave it there. Then forget yourself in him and his work. 
As to what you are and appear to be, he will see te that. Your 
life will grow up into him in all things—a thing of beauty, power, 
and joy; and the results thereof cannot be lost. 

Professor Truman J. Backus, of Vassar College, spoke 
upon “ Enthusiasm as a power in our work.” The Bos- 
ton Advertiser gives this abstract of his address: 

He began by briefly referring to what history taught concerning 
this power. The whole night would not suffice to name those who 
had sprung forth in youth to positions of high eminence. The 
spirit of youth had been the impulse that had pushed the world for- 
ward in the past, and this spirit of youth was enthusiasm. What 
was this enthusiasm in man? It was a composite quality, and 
therefore might be developed in any man. He combated the idea 
that enthusiasm did not have in it intellectuality. The profounder 
the intellect the more pure and intense the enthusiasm. This 
quality of soul was something that came from the spiritual world, 
developing out of earnest conviction. The relation of enthusiasm 
to Sunday-school teaching was then spoken of. A man had no place 
in that work till he was enthusiastic, for then only could he con- 
vince, while by his lack of enthusiasm he might disprove the very 


truth which he sought toteach. A teacher of children had to meet 





| cheerfulness, generosity, sincerity, trustfulness and teachableness— 


elements which entered into the spirit of youth, and elements also 
of enthusiasm, without which it was impossible to commune with 
that spirit. Without enthusiasm a teacher was dead, and all the 
instincts of youth shrank from death. 

A noticeable paper upon the “ Importance of gathering 
the whole church for the study of the word of God” was 
read on the second day by the Rev. Dr. E. G. Taylor, of 
Providence, R. I. So interested were the delegates in Dr. 
Taylor's own work in this direction, that they plied him 
with questions until the hour for discussing the topic was 
entirely consumed. 

“Training our workers” was the general topic for the 
afternoon of the second day. Professor T. Whiting Ban- 
croft, of Brown University, and the Rev. George A. Peltz, 
presented papers upon this topic, which were followed by 
extended discussion participated in by Professor John C. 
Long, of Crozer Theological Seminary, Professor Samuel S§. 
Green, of Brown University, and others. Special oppor- 
tunity had been provided for discussions during all the 
sessions, and much valuable light was thereby thrown upon 
the subjects considered in papers or extended addresses. 

On Saturday the Moody Tabernacle was brought into 
service for a gathering of the Baptist Sunday-school 
scholars of Boston and vicinity. The spacious building 
was filled; and with its decorations, its music, and the 
short addresses of a few picked men, the service was 
peculiarly impressive. At six different churches, sermons 
by selected men were preached on Sunday morning, all of 
them upon Sunday-school topics. In the evening a final 
mass meeting was held at Tremont Temple, and the Con- 
vention thereupon adjourned. 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 
—A session of the Sunday-school Association of Ulster 
County, N. Y., was held at Kingston, May 24, 25. 
—Next week, June 5-7, the Ohio State Sunday School 
Union holds its eighteenth annual convention at Delaware. 


—On Thursday, May 31, the Sunday-school Convention 
of Warren County, N. J., held its sixteenth annual gather- 
ing at Phillipsburg. The Rev. Dr. G. H. Whitney, Mr. 
C. B. Stout, and Mrs. 8. W. Clark, were present as helpers. 


—The tenth annual meeting of the Sunday-school Con- 
vention of Lehigh County, Penn., convened at Allentown, 
Thursday, May 10. The speakers were entirely from the 
home field. Mr. A.J. Breinig, of Allentown, was re-elected 
president. 


—The eighth annual session of the Vermont Baptist 
Sabbath School Convention is to meet at St. Albans on 
Wednesday and Thursday, June 6,7, with the Rev. George 
A. Peltz as conduetor. A full programme is provided, and 
all workers are invited to attend. 

—The Nebraska State Sunday-school Convention meets 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of next week, June 
5-7,at Omaha. John E. Searles, Jr., of Connecticut, chair- 
man of the executive committee of the International Sun- 
day-school Convention, being the conductor. Their pro- 
gramme is full of promise, and its items are worked up 
ingeniously into the acrostic, “ Nebraska’s Tenth Conven- 
tion.” 

—On Monday evening, May 21, the last meeting of this 
season was held by the New York City Sunday School 
Association. The meeting was held in Association Hall, and 
Bishop Simpson delivered the address upon the “ Majesty 
of the Bible in its representations of God and his plans.” 
The Bishop, as reported in the New York Witness, “ main- 
tained that there was a sublimity and grandeur in the 
biblical description of God which no other book could 
attempt. The inspired writers never attempted to prove 





the existence or attributes of God ; they merely state them. 
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The representations of the majesty of God we find chiefly 
in the names given to him, and in the language and sym- 
bols employed in delineating his character and government. 
For instance, to Moses from the burning bush God reveals 
himself by the name ‘I Am.’ What a depth of meaning 
in those two little words! The name denotes perpetual 
existence, self-existence, and immutability. As Moses 
looked back through the vista of ages and thought of the 
infinitude of time, he could find no more expressive words 
than ‘in the beginning, God.’” The lecturer spoke also of 
the power and majesty of God as shown by science. He 
spoke of the plans of God, and particularly of that which 
overshadowed all the others—that of Redemption. The 
Association will hold its next meeting on the third Monday 
in October. 


—The seventh annual convention of the Sunday-school 
workers of East Tennessee met at Knoxville, on Thursday, 
May 17. The topics brought before the Convention were 
of a fundamental character, among them these: “The 
sacredness and power of the Sunday-school teacher’s office ;” 
“ The secret of successful teaching ;” “How can I win my 
class to Christ?” and “ Superintendents’ Reviews.” Judg- 
ing from the reports of the local papers, the discussions 
were entered upon very generally by the delegates, and the 
interest was far beyond the average. Reports from the 
counties showed but few working county organizations, 
and brought out the fact that closing schools during the 
winter season is very prevalent in that section. One brother 
reported whisky-stills disappearing from the neighborhood 
of his school. Another, speaking of a school in a rural dis- 
trict, said that such was their scarcity of money, that it 
was difficult for them to obtain even their lesson leaves. 
But the boys had bravely met that difficulty by collecting 
hens’ eggs and taking‘them for sale several miles to the city, 
in order to secure the desired lesson helps. Some of the 
counties are still quite destitute of Sunday-school agencies; 
but Knox, Jefferson, and several others, are moving forward 
grandly in this good work. It was voted that the next 
meeting be held at Jonesboro, May 19, 1878. The con- 
viction was unanimously expressed that the next session 
of the International Sunday School Convention should be 
held in the South. The report of the statistical secretary 
gave the following figures: 


COON DUONG iii Scns 5 prt ce hen sehen wcind 260 
TOME contd cin cecenibe pinkie ddateondec 1,986 
ey ph Re Ene Te a eS 17,338 
Avettge GemnGebti Sasa ooo oo sce 12,392 
Schools holding teachers’-meetings-__.______________ 59 
Schools using International Lessons_________________ 141 
ViGiN: Sit MIN ile tiesto ncrintianiamnndacot dents 15.894 
Sunday-school papers taken__-_-._____-______--_._.. 5,735 


The executive committee for the ensuing year consists of 
Messrs. J. A. Rayl and J. J. Manker, of Knoxville: 
William A. McTeer, of Maryville; T. R. Russell, of Athens; 
and the Rev. J. R. Handy, of Jonesboro. 


PERSONAL. 


—The Rev. Dr. Dexter has returned from Europe, and 
is again at his post as editor-in-chief of the Congregation- 
alist. 

—Mr. J. Bennet Tyler has decided not to go to Europe, 


as he fora time purposed. His health is very far from 
good. 


—Philip Phillips expects to be back from his singing 
tour around the world in season to have a part in the Chau- 
tauqua Assembly. 

—The health of the Rev. Dr. S. H. Tyng, Senior, was, 
at the last accounts somewhat improved, and hopes were 
entertained of his full recovery. 

—The Rev. Dr. A. L. Stone, of San Francisco, formerly 
pastor of the Park Street Church, Boston, is to spend some 
time in New England this summer. 

—Sir Charles Reed, of London, presided at the recent 
annual meeting of the London Sunday School Union. The 
Rev. Newman Hall had a part in the opening services. 

—The Rev. Leonard Woolsey Bacon is home with his 
family, after a residence of several years at Geneva, Switz- 
erland. His address is 196 Crown Street, New Haven, 
Conn. 

—Mr. Edward Bristol, of Brockport, N. Y., has just 
closed a series of meetings in Albany and West Troy. 
From the four weeks’ work in Dr. Darling's church, in 
Albany, nearly a hundred adult converts were numbered. 

—Francis Murphy has just closed his twelfth week of 
temperance work in Philadelphia. During the first ten 
weeks of labor in this city some 35,000 persons signed the 
temperance pledge under the influence of his appeals, and 
still others are coming. 

—The Rey. Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, formerly of Plainfield, 
but now of Hoboken, N. J., expects during the summer to 





attend the Sunday-school camp-meetings at Lakeside, Lake 
Bluff, Bay View, Chautauqua, and possibly also at Clear 
Lake and at Round Lake. 


—Now that the Rev. Dr. W. M. Taylor, of New York, 
is going abroad, three of the New York religious papers, 
The Observer, The Illustrated Christian Weekly, and The 
Christian at Work, are to be run for the summer without 
their editors-in-chief, and to be represented by editorial 
correspondents in Europe. 


—Mr. Zephaniah Preston, of Hartford, Conn., whose 
death was recently announced, was, sixty years ago, one of 
the managers of the first Sunday-school Union in that city, 
under the direction of which the earlier Sunday-schools of 
Hartford were carried on as missionary enterprises. One of 
his sons is the Very Rev. Thomas S. Preston, Chancellor of 
the Roman Catholic archdiocese of New York. 


—Professor W. F. Sherwin is having a busy season as 
musical conductor or institute leader. He has lately ap- 
peared in one or both of these capacities at the Essex 
County, N. J., local institutes: the National Baptist Sun- 
day-school Convention, in Boston ; institutes at Stratford 
and Mitchell, Ontario, Can.; and he is promised for the 
Vermont Baptist Sunday-school Convention, in St. Albans; 
for Lake Bluff; the Inter-state Encampment at Loveland, 
O.; for Chautauqua; at Wells’ Island Parliament; and 
sundry minor meetings. 


THIS AND THAT. 
———————— 
—‘If there is any preach in a man, it will come out, if 
you feed him well, love him well, and pray for him,” says 


the Richmond Religious Herald, in comment on the duty 
of a church towards its pastor. 


—aAn accurate and appreciative sketch of Professor Tay- 
ler Lewis appears in The Independent. Unlike the notices of 
that distinguished scholar in every other religious paper 
which we have seen, this sketch was obviously not made 
up exclusively from the cyclopedias. 


—lIt is a bright thought well carried out which prompts 
The Christian Union to give a series of articles to its read- 
ers, “ How to Spend the Summer,” in the following order : 

“ Camping Out,” by the Rev. W. H. H. Murray; “ Yachting,” 
by the Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., D.D.; “ Pedestrianism,” by 
Howard Crosby, D.D.; ‘The White Mountains,” by Henry Ward 
Beecher ; ‘Summer on a Farm,” by Donald G. Mitcheli (Ik Mar- 
vel); “ A Short Trip to Europe,” by Austin Abbott; “Summer 
Schools,” by the Rev. E. P. Thwing; “ Summering in Colorado,” 
by H. H.; “Summer Camp-Meetings,” by the Rev. Lyman Abbott ; 
“Canoeing,” by the Commodore of the New York Canoe Club; 
“Summer Cottage Housekeeping,” by a Cottage Housekeeper; 
“ How to Stay at Home without Grumbling,” by Gail Hamilton. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
cliemaiigeccacsed 

Case's Bible Atlas. Hartford, Conn.: O. D. Case & Co.— 
The study of the uniform Bible lessons has given spur 
to all illustrated helps; among them are maps and atlases. 
The best of these for a little money has just been published 
in Hartford, and may be ordered directly of the publisher, or 
it can easily be sent by mail. It is an open secret that it is 
an edition of the Bible Atlas published in Edinburgh by the 
Johnstons, and edited by the great geographer A. Keith Johns- 
ton. There is no better endorsement possible than this; for 
these Edinburgh publishers are not excelled for the accuracy 
or mechanical beauty of their works. Messrs. Case & Co. have 
imported the sheets of this work, and added to it explanatory 
matter, sixteen pages in all, each map having that amount of 
letter-press which is needed to make it clear. There is also 
an index, an admirable feature, for it is so arranged that the 
unskilled student is directed not only to the map which he 
needs, but to exactly that part of the map where he will 
find the town, or river, or lake, or mountain which he seeks. 
There are sixteen maps in all, covering the whole ground of 
biblical geography; they are, as may be inferred already, 
beautifully engraved and colored, and it would not be easy to 
see how the work could be improved. It is not so sumptuous 
as the great English Atlas of Clarke; but, then, it does not 
cost fifteen dollars, as does that. The pages are about eleven 
inches by nine, affording, as the reader will see, a map of 
considerable size. We commend the work unreservedly, as 
up to the times, accurate, clear, and handy. It has but one 
or two rivals in this country, and, in our judgment, no 
superior. (Quarto. Boards, 75 cents.) 





Harry Fenimore's Principles. By the author of “ A Sum- 
mer in the Forest.” New York: American Tract Society.— 
Harry Fenimore’s principles, so far as they were worthy of 
the name, consisted in desiring to overreach and crush his 
companions by any means in his power. He had not a sin- 
gle noble, generous, or manly attribute in his character, and 
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he rejoiced in being unkind to the weak and defenseless. It 
is not worth while to write about such boys, even with the 
good motive of teaching the reader to avoid their defects. 
Evil examples corrupt good manners in juvenile literature 
more certainly than anywhere else. Aleck Halliday, who 
bears an important part in the story, is the opposite of Harry 
in the traits indicated; and there is besides a pathetic thread, 
relating to the life of a little cripple, who finds out through 
a good physician's benevolence that there is work for him in 
the world, notwithstanding his misfortune. This book is 
meant for school-boys from ten years old upwards. (16mo, 
pp. 296. Cloth, $1.00.) 


Ella’s Half-Sovereign ; or, Pains and Gains. By the author 
of “Elsie.” New York: Robert Carter & Brothers.—Ella 
Wyngate is the third daughter in a large, merry, and very 
affectionate family. She is thirteen years old when we are 
introduced to her, “ generally good-humored, always untidy, 
often quick to do wrong, but never slow to confess she had 
been wrong.” A very natural, lovable girl, one whom, with 
all her faults, we feel like taking to our hearts. How her 
character developed in those qualities of painstaking and 
perseverance in which she had been deficient, and how, in 
earning her half-sovereign that she might give it away, she 
learned good lessons for her whole life, are very pleasantly 
told. We wish very: much that American girls of thirteen 
were accustomed to the reverence for maternal authority 
which constitutes one of the charms of the Wyngate children. 
(16mo, pp. 316. Cloth, $1.25.) 

The Brewer's Fortune. By Mary Dwinell Chellis. New 
York: National Temperance Society —The evil which may 
be wrought by a fortune made in a questionable way, is the 
theme of this latest publication of the Temperance Society. 
The brewer's fortune brought care, shame, disease, and sorrow 
to those alike who accumulated and who inherited it. Un- 
fortunately, the story is marred by some inexcusable defects. 
Most of the characters, though presumably intelligent, use 
very bad grammar. We should hesitate to place the book in 
the hands of a young friend on this account alone. Good 
morals can be taught without the constant lapse of the teachers 
into inelegancies of expression. Besides, time to most of us is 
crowded with affairs, and the age demands that we should be 
terse and direct, never taking two pages for a thought when 
one would be sufficient. And this the author has quite for- 
gotten. (16mo, pp. 428. Cloth, $1.25.) 


Nellie’s Secret. By M.M. Pollard. New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers.—Nellie Morgan and Sophy Vaughan are 
two little girls who live in London. Sophy is the daughter of 
a rich manufacturer, and Nellie the child of a poor intem- 
perate carpenter. The first is spoiled and selfish, but has 
good impulses, and is awakened to a higher life by seeing the 
heroism and patience of the second under very trying circum- 
stances. Nobody who begins “ Nellie’s Secret” will want to 
lay it down till he orshe has read the last page. We are pleased 
with it for a double reason. It shows what a dreadful thing 
the love of drink is, and it points out the only way in which 
the rich can successfully help the poor by leading them to 
Christ and giving them work. It belongs to the library of 
the intermediate classes. (16mo, pp. 172. Cloth, $1.00.) 

What is'Art? By 8. G. W. Benjamin. Boston: Lock- 
wood, Brooks, & Co.—In a slender volume Mr. Benjamin, 
who has written much on art subjects in Harper's Magazine, 
prints a lecture he has delivered to interested audiences at 
Bowdoin College and other places. The scope of the lecture 
is comprehensive, and Mr. Benjamin applies his dicta to art in 
general, as including painting, music, poetry, architecture, etc 
Art, according to Mr. Benjamin, is the outward presentment 
of the beautiful, the true, and the good. The little treatise is 
very agreeable reading, and forms a good introduction to 
larger and standard works on the same subject. 


(12mo, pp. 
57. Cloth.) 


My Welcome Beyond, and other Poems. By Allie Welling- 
ton. New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co.—The number of new 
volumes of poetry is smaller than usual, of late; rather, we 
fancy, in consequence of the increasing prudence of publishers 
than from any diminution in poetic zeal. The average quality 
of recent volumes of song is, therefore, somewhat raised. 
This collection of Miss Wellington's consists of respectable 
lyrics, mostly religious, and pervaded by a spirit of pious sad- 
ness, cheered by hope in the promises of Christianity. With- 
out being very good, they are above mediocrity. (Sq. 16mo, 
pp. 194. Cloth, $1.00.) 


Katy and Jim. -By Julia A. Mathews. New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers—Katy Ryan and Jolly Jim were 
two little children of the street, who were invited by a kind 
woman to attend the Sunday-school. They are led step by 
step up from their life among the wicked and the vile; homes 
are found for them in the country, and they learn to serve the 
Lord Jesus. The special excellences of Miss Mathews’s stories 
are too well known to need capitulation from our pen. Thia 
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is one of her very best efforts, and just the | 


thing to give to bright children under twelve. 
(16mo, pp. 360. Cloth, $1.25.) 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under 
this head. The interests of our readers will guide 
us in making further notice.]} 


Tue Norruern anv Asiatic Derenses or Turkey. 
With an account of the ~~ forces and the 
armament of the belligerents. With gr ) 8vo, 
pp. 62. Paper, 60 cents. New York: et »ple 
& Co. (For sale by Claxton, Remse = 
finger.) 


‘& Haffel- 


Vest Pocker Series 
“Booka, Art,” ete. 


—*Suecess, Greatness,” etce.; 
By Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
Two vols, 18mo, pp. 96, 104. Cloth, 50 cents each. 
Boston: James R, Osgood & Co. (For sale by Clax- 
ton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Moopy’s TALKs on TeMPERANCE. 
by the Rev. James B. Dunn, 12mo, pp. 248. 
Cloth, $1.00. New York: National Temperance 
Society. (For sale by Garrigues Brothers.) 


Compiled and edited 


Snort Srupies on Great Supssects. By James An- 
thony Froude, M.A. (Third Series.) 12mo, pp. 
400. Cloth, $2.50. New York: Seribner, Armstrong, 
&Co. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


A Brier Hisrory or Rusata. By Frances A. Shaw. 
With Maps. i6mo, pp. 123. Cloth, 50 cents. Bos- 
ton: James R. Osgood & Co, (For sale by Clax- 
ton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Sermons on Livine Sunsects, 
(0 niform Edition.) l2zmo, pp. 468. Cloth, $1.50. 
New York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. (For sale 
by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Tue Latimer Famiy; 
Stories. By T 38. 
200. Paper, 50 cents. 
son & Brothers. 


By Horace Bushnell. 


and Other Temperance 
Arthur. Illustrated. 8vo, pp. 
Philadelphia: T. B, Peter- 


Arrer Many Days. 
8VO, pp, 212. 
ton & Uo. 
felfinger.) 


A Novel. By Christian Reid. 
Paper, $1.00. New York: D. Apple- 
(For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haf- 


Primary Teacuers’ Manvat for Sunday-school Work- 
ers. By Mrs Alice W. Knox. 18mo, pp. 89. Cloth, 
Philadelphia: American Sunday School Union. 

Titte Examinep; or, Am I Truly Converted? By 
A. B. Earle, D.D. 18mo, pp. 38. Paper, 30 cents. 
Boston: James H. Earle. 


Heavenwarp, A Collection of Sacred Songs. By 
James RK. Murray. Boards, 35 cents. Cleveland, 
0.; 3. Brainard’s Sons, 


Pamphlets. 


Report of the Managers of the State Asylum for 
the Insane, at Morristown, N. J., Oct. 31, 1876, 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


“Sones or Bevian,” the new Sunday- 
school singing book. 35 cents; $30 per 100. 
Lee & Walker, 1113 Chestnut Street, Phila. 

Cocoa is the cheapest drink for the work- 
ing classes. Dr, Lankester says: ‘Cocoa 
contains as much flesh-forming matter as 
beef.” There is no Cocoa or Chocolate in 
the market superior to that made by Walter 
Baker & Co. All grocers sell it. 

One of the best books, of a popular char- 
acter, says The Sunday School Times, giving 
a full history of the books of the Old and 
New Testaments and the Apocrypha, their 
authors, time and circumstances connected 
with their productions, etc., is the Com- 
panion to the Bible, by the American Tract 
Society, New York, Depository, 1512 
Chestnut Street Ee 


Few, if any, of the Sunday-school papers, 
uniformly keep before the mind of the young 
reader the one all-important question of the 
salvation of the soul, The Labor of Love 
published by Edwin A. Wilson, Springfield, 
Illinois, is often commended as excelling in 
this particular, Adding to this the fact that 
itis finely illustrated and beautifully printed, 
it certainly should have a place in every 
Sunday-school. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Either mailed post free for 15 cts. or all for 50 cts. 

-250 assorted decalcomanie pictures —50 mixed 
Gem © hromos—10 Chromo Scripture Motto Cards 

3 Fine 6x8 Oil Chromos—write Henry 8. Date, 
Chic AGO, mM. 





ImporTANT To Persons Visrrine New Yorx.—One of 
the best kept and most convenient hotels for Mer- 
chants and others to stop at when in New York is the 
Grand Union Hotel, nearly opposite the Grand Cen- 
tral Depot, kept on the European plan—you there- 
fore only pay for what you get. Everything is first 
class, and prices moderate, adapted to the stringency 
of the times. You save the expense of carriage hire 
and by leaving your baggage check at the counter of 
the Hotel, your baggage will be delivered in your 
rooms, fifteen minutes after the arrival of the cars. 
free of expense. We advise you to give the Grand 
Union a trial, 


»ton | 





—" Editorials, 
Lively Letters, 


| 
Spurgeon’s Sermons, 


A Spicy Serial Story. 


A little of Everything that is Good 
for Everybody. 


- SEVEN MONTHS 





in advance may have the paper for $2.00 per year. 


be allowed for subscribers paying less than $ 


for $5.00. 


payable to the order of T. L ROGERS, Manacer. 


THE 


Editor, L. E. SMITH, D.D. 


THE | 
"Chautauqua Assembly 


DAILY HERALD.’ 


A thirty-two column folio daily paper will be 
published at Fairpoint, N. Y., as the official organ 
of the great National Sunday-school Assembly to 
be held on the Assembly grounds at Fairpoint 
in Angust next. 

This paper will contain full reports of the entire 
meeting, including nearly one hundred lectures 
and sermons from the most distinguished men in 
the country, on Science, Reform, Sunday-school 
work, etc , reported verbatim, solely for this paper, 
by competent stenographers. 

Rev. T. L. FLOOD, A.M., Editor. 
Subscription price, postage paid_....._.____- 
In clubs of not less than five_--..~_- 

Send names and cash to 

M. BAILEY, Financial Manager, 
J AMESTOW NM, N.Y. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


AND 


THA CHERS 


SEND TO THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
No. 76 East 9th Street, New York, 
For everything needed in your work. Library 
Books—Choice selections, Sunday-school 
Papers, Question Books, Teachers’ 
Bibles, ete. 
G. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Depositary. 


FLORENCE 


7 a TT) 
OIL STOVE, 
rorsUM R 
THE BEST, ING. |- 
saree a and Costing less than two 
ONOM cts. +, per hour for fuel. 
No SU CESSARY HEAT! NO ODOR!! 
Send for circular and price-list to Witson & MiLier, 
General Agents, 1210 Ridge Avenue, Phil ule iphie. 


FOR SALE CHEAP. 


A Choice Lot of Books suitable for a Gosiay- 
school Library. Will be sold wety, cheap. For 
ticulars and price address 8. 8. Library, care “ “he 
Sunday School Times,” Philadelphia, Penn. 








Send 6e. for 100 page Catalogue 


of Presses, Whi Cuts, &c. Presses 
from $3 to $150. Illustrated In- 
wren me worth §1. 


AM & CO., Boston, Mass. 





CARDS. 


ELEGANT Mixed Cards, with name, l5c. post- 
50. paid. C hae. ' Ww. . Turner & ¢ Co., Hudson, XN. ¥. 


Extra Fine Mixed Cards, with name, 10 cents, 
> post-paid. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y 





FANCY CARDS, ten tints, with your a NY. gilt, 





Try us. Soma. Baes., N alden, N I 
aa E--50 elegant assorted Snow- 
Enake. Damask, Marble, and 
= Rh Cards, finely printed, 
aa postpaid, for 10 cents and stamp 


J. P. FREEMAN, Box 398, Wheeling, W Va. 
43> No finer cards ever printed. “@& 








SCHOOL ‘TIMES. 


AN 


ONE DOLLAR! 


A commission of seventy-five cents will be allowed agents on new subscriptions. 
3.00 per year. 

Any minister can get the paper free by se ending us three new subscribers and $9.00. 

Any present subscriber can renew his subser‘ption for the year, and secure the paper to a new name, 
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| THE WATCHMAN 


FOR ONE DOLLAR! 


| From NOW till JANUARY Ist, 1878, new subscribers, for one dollar, can have Toe Watcu- 
may, The New England Baptist Paper. 


FuLL or Goop Taryes. 


Sunday-school Lessons, 








Latest News, 








Book Reviews, 


Market Reports. 


TRY THE WATCHMAN 





This Year. 

















TERMS: 


The subscription price of THe Watcuman is $3.00 per year, free of postage. 


Ministers paying strictly 


No commission will 


How To Senn Money.—Send by Post Office Money Order, Check, or Registered Letter, and make Checks | 


48> All communicatiens should be addressed simply, 


WATCHMAN, Boston, Mass. 
THOMAS L. ROGER ‘S, Business Manager. 











EDUCATIONAL. 


NGLISH AND CLASSICAL SCHOOL FOR BOYS. 
Rev. N. H. Egleston, with competent assistance, 
takes charge of the edue 7 of a few boys at his 
home in Williamstown, Mas 
CIRC U LARS SENT ON APPLICATION, 


OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages for a thorough education, For 
circulars, address, 
MRS. J A, BOGARDUS, ‘Principel. 








ne, Rg _cogruaes RELICS, etc., used 
by the late n, J. 8. Diehl in his lectures on 
Oriental and Bible Leeds for sale. Address, 
MRS. ANNA RANDALL-DIEHL, 
35 Union Square, Rew York. 


BRADFORD ACADEMY 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


Year commences August 28. For circulars and 
admission apply to 
MISS ANNIE E. JOHNSON, Principal, 
Bradford, ass, 





N. TIBBALS & SONS, 37 Park Row, New York, 
would say: Ist. Their T Department has no 
equal. 2d. Their Sunday-se Department has the 
best and latest Books from all the Sunday-school 
publishers. Also, 2 extra cheap Libraries. 3d. Books 
sold only by subscreption. Best book on Moody and 
others. Send for particulars and catalogues. 


HOWLAND SCHOOL — 


tN in Si td cation of \uung Women at 
SP R | N G Sky on Cayuga Lake, Central 

N . 4th year—1876-7. 

nit ly attractive as a Rometthe institution. Pre- 
paratory and collegiate departments. Send for cir- 


cular. President, HENRY HARTSHORNE, M.D., 
A.M. Vice-P resident, M. ANNA WYTHE, 











National School of Elocution and Oratory, 
1418 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

For Clergymen, Lawyers, Teachers, Business Men, 
and all classes of advanced Students. Attention to 
Conversation, Oratory, Vocal Culture, Reading and 
Recitation. Chartered March, 1875, Grants Diplomas. 
Both sexes admitted. (Summer term opens. 
Students entered at any time. 
Classes.) Send for Catalogue. 

J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M., 
President. 


uly 2d. 
Day and Evening 


ORGAN PARK MILITARY ‘ACADEMY, 
MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL. 
PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 


Location unsurpassed. Buildings excellent. Ca- 
dets received at anytime. Reference in Philadel- 
hia, Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor Sunday School 
‘imes. Send for circulars to 


CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, | 
Washiogon Reights, = 


“American and Foreign 
‘TEACHERS’ AGENCY, 


23 Union Square (Broadway side), New York, 





an Boarding Schools, Professors, Tutors, and 


Governesses ; gives information of good Schools to | 


Parents. 

Twelve years’ successful experience in the 
management of “American School Institutes” 
affords superior facilities for meeting ny Comone. 

For information apply t to ‘MI86 -. 3 rOUNG. 


NITRO US OXIDE GAS R24" 
with tnresoTrom, Den- 
an ate SPI RUCE STREET, Philadelphia, Pa. 


No Teeth Extracted that should be saved, 





| attempted by no other publication, the 


THE MOST Reg living au- 

, such a Max Muller, 
Prof. Tyndall, Rt. 4 W. E. Glad: 
st Dr. W. B. Carpenter, Prof. 
roctor, Frances 


Jas. A. Froude, Mrs. Muloch, 
Oliphant, Mrs. Alexander, Miss 








thackeray. Jean Ingelow. Geo. Mac- 
a Wm. Biack, Anthony Trol- 
lope, Matthew Arnoid, Henry Kings- 


ley, W. W. Story, Ruskin, Carlyle, 
Tennyson, Browning, and many 
others, are represented in the 


Littell's Living Age. 


Tue Lrvine Ace has entered upon its 133d volume. 
It furnishes to its readers the productions of the fore- 
most authors above named and many oth- 
ers; embracing the choicest Serial and Short Stories 
by the Leading Foreign Novelists, and an 
amount 


Unapproached by any other Periodical 


in the world, of the most valuable literary and scien- 
tific matter of the day, from the pens of the lead- 
ing Essayists, Scientists, Critics, Discov- 
erers, and Editors, representing every depart- 
ment of Knowledge and Progress. 

Tue Living Ace (in which “ Every Saturpay” has 
been merged) is a weekly magazine giving more than 

Three and a Quarter Thousand 








double column octavo pages of reading-matter yearly. 
It presents in an inexpensive form, considering its 
amount of matter, with freshness, owing to ites weekly 
issue, and with a satisfactory completeness 
est Essays, 
Reviews, Criticisms, Tales, Sketches of Travel and 
Discovery, Poetry, Scientific, Biographical, Histori- 
eal and Political Information, from the entire body 
of foreign periodical literature, and from the pens 
of the 


ABLEST LIVING WRITERS. 


“A pure and perpetual reservoir and fountain of 
entertainment and instruction.’—Hon. Roprrt C. Win- 
THROP. 

“ The best periodical in America.”—Rrv. Dr. Cvyier. 

“ Fairly without a rival.”’—ConGREGATIONALIST, Bos- 


ON 

”" Tt reproduces the best thoughts of the best minds of 
the civilized world, upon all topics of living interest.’"— 
PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER. 

“ The choicest literature of the day.”—N. Y. Trinunr. 

“ Every weekly number of ‘ The Living Age’ now-a- 
days is equal to a first-class monthly. For solid merit, 
it is the cheapest magazine in the land.”—Tur ApVANcE, 
CHIcaco. 

“ With it alone a reader may fairly keep up with all 
that is important in the literature, history, politics, and 
science of the day.”—Tue Meruopist, New York 

ma Indispensable to every one who desires a thorough 
compendium of all that is admirable and noteworthy in 
the literary world.”—Boston Post. 

“ Ought to find a place in every American home 
New York Times. 


Published wEEkty at $8.00 a year, free of postage. 
An extra copy sent gratis to any one getting up a 
club of five new subscribers. 

CLUB PRICES FOR THE BEST HOME 
AND FOREIGN LITERATURE. 

“ Possessed of Tue Living Ace and one or other of 
our vivacious American monthlies, a subscriber will 
find himself in command of the whole situation.’"— 
Phila. Ev'g Bulletin. 

For $10.50 Tur Livine Ace and either one of the 
American $4 Monthlies (or Harper's Weekly or Bazar) 
will be sent for a year, both wstpaid: or, for $9.50 
Tue Livine Ace and the St. Nicholas or Appleton’s 
Journal. Address 

LITTELL & GAY, 


TEE 


POCKET TYMNAL, 


25 Cents. $20 per 100. 


200 Choice Hymns 


FROM THE “HYMNAL.” 


To meet the call for a cheap and portable Hymn 
Book for use in 


Mission Work, 
Social Meetings, and 
Sabbath Schools, 


Boston. 




















Rvaplice Principals for Public Schools, Academies, 


The Board has prepared the above, bound in Flexi- 
ble Leather, strong and neat, and are prepared to 
| fill orders. 





Please address 
JOHN A. BLACK, Business Superintendent, 
Presbyterian ‘Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


| 
j 
| 
| 


CROWELL’S| 


Sunday-School Libraries 


See B.S ean 
No. 2. 15 Vols. l6mo__.. 
, ee 2 CU 


T. Y. CROWELL, 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 











CTS. DOZ. FOR PEARL SHIRT BUTTONS, 

2 Pearl, Rubber and Ivory Buttons, 2 to 1: 2)4c. 

Ladies’ Silk Frilled Thread Gloves, 20 to 371Kc 

Ladies’ Fine Summer Gloves, 3, 121% to 30c. 

Torchon Lace and Hamburg Edging, 5 5, 1244 to 50e. 

Fine White Wool Flannel, 1244, 25, 37% to 50e. 

Yard wide new shade Dress Linens, % to 31e. 

Pure Linen Towels, 5c. Rich Damask, 25c. 

250 pairs slightly spotted regular made Hose, 25c. 

800 pairs Children’s Hose for 124c.. worth 20¢. 

Short length Colored Lining C ambrie 8, 5c. 


OWEN EVANS’ (reap Store, 


128 North Eighth St., door below Cherry. 
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MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


NEW MUSIC BOOK! 
MRS. VAN COTT’S 


PRAISE BOOK 


For Praise Meetings, Camp Meetings, Revival Meet- 
ings, Tabernacle Meetings, Noon Meetings, 
Prayer and Conference Meetings, and 
The Murphy Temperance Meetings. 

Mrs. Van Cort is one of our most successful revi- 
val preachers, her work being mainly in the Metho- 
dist denomination, where revival and spiritual songs 
were in use long before they were elsewhere known. 
The book is a fine one for all denominations, hymns 
and tunes being in excellent taste, poetical and musi- 
cal. Some of its 120 songs are: 

Jesus, only Jesus. 

Saviour, Pilot me. 

Little Stray Lamb. 

My Heavenly Home, 

Fathomless Sea. 

Storm the Fort. | 

Salvation’s Free, 

Banner and Badge. 
In Shining White. We shall meet. 
Jesus ready now. Temperance Hymn, 

Sent, post-free for the Retail Price, which is 35 cts. | 

Reduction for quantities. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & CO. J. E. DITSON & CO. 
843 Broadway, Successors to Lee & Walker, 
New York. Philadelphia. 


50,000 COPIES SOLD 


In one month, of 


* HOAVENWARD,’ 


rhe new collection of Sunday-school Songs, by 
JAMES R. MURRAY, 
Containing all the best songs of 
P. P. BLISS, 


(And the only new book 1n which his most famous 
songs will be found) together with an unequaled 
collection of bright and beautiful new songs for the 
Sunday-school, by the leading writers in America. 

4 Don't fail to examine it. “@a 

Sunday-school workers should also try 

> Wt } an unusually fine book, 
TH Lo) W ELC 0M E, by J. M. Kieffer, Rey. 
A. A. Graley, J. R. Murray, and others. Catalogues 
of our Sunday-school and other music books sent 
free. Sample copies @f above (in paper covers) 
mailed for 25 cents. Price, in boards, 35 cents; $30 
per 100. For sale by most booksellers. 


S. BRAINARD’S SONS, 
PUBLISHERS, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Now Ready. 


Welcome Tidings 


THE NEW BOOK OF 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SONGS, 


BY MESSRS. 


LOWRY, DOANE and SANKEY, 


Including the latest MOWMINS and MUSIC of 
P. P. BLISS. 


Now ready and for sale by the principal Booksellers 
and Music Dealers all over the land. 


Every Sunday-school should have 


WELCOME TIDINGS 


It comprises talent never before found in a single 
collection. and is not equaled for variety, both in 
Words and Music. If your bookseller does not sell 
it, send at once to either of the Publishers. 

This is the only new Song Book authorized by the 
family of Mr. Bliss, or in which they have any in- 
terest, 


160 pages of our usual Sunday-school style, in Board 
Covers, $30 per 100; 35 cents by Mail. 
One copy sent by mail, in paper covers, as soon as pub- 
lished, pay oor of twenty-five cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, | —- CHURCH & CO., 





Angel Choir. 
Living for Jesus, 
The Fountain. 
Fruit and Leaves. 
Free Grace. 

Hear him Calling. 
Iam so Happy. 

A Sweet Hope. 








76 East 9th Street, West 4th Street, 
NEW YORK. CINCINNATI, 








READY NEXT WEEE. 
The Gospel Invitation: 


Sermons related to the Boston Revival of 
1877. 
This volume comprises discourses by the follow- 
ing well-known clergymen of Boston and vicinity, 
representing the leading denominations: 
E. K. Alden, D.D. G. C. Lorimer, D.D. 
Geo. Zabriskie Gray, D.D. W. F. Mallalieu, D.D. 
Rev. 8S. E. Herrick. A. P. Peabody, D.D. 
Rey. A. E, Dunning. A. H. Vinton, D.D. 
Rev. A. J, Gordon, Prof. 8. L. Caldwell. 
Rev. A. MeKenzie. Rev. W. W. Newton. 
Rev. H. M. Grout. Rev. Joseph Cook. 
Rufus Ellis, D.D. Pres W. F. Warren. 
Prof. Edwards A. Park. 


All who enjoy sermons will find here not a few of 


more than common freshness and interest. Several, 
indeed, are discourses of remarkable power. 
i2mo. Cloth. $1.50. 
Sent postpaid on receipt of price, 
LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., Publishers, 


SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY 


For the North West, 46 Madison Street, Chicago, Ill. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL PAPERS, 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS, 
SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPS 


Of all kinds. always on hand. Send for samples of our Periodicals and Catalogues. Address all orders to 
FAIRBANKS & CO.,8. 8. Publishers and Booksellers, 


HENDERSON'S 


Sunday School Library Record 


OFFERS THE FOLLOWING ADVANTAGES : 
1. The returned books can be received and checked off and the books drawn be charged and dis- 
tributed, puRING THE OPENING AND CLostnG EXeRcises or THE Scnoon: thus giving the Librarian and his Assist- 
ant time to attend the Bible Class if they desire. 
2. Itis simple. Nothing is required besides the Record, except the usual “ Library Cards,” and that 
the books be numbered and placed in their numerical order upon ordinary shelves, 
3. It is complete. The Librarian can tell ar once what books are out, when taken, and who has them, 
4. It requires no special knowledge. If the Librarian is absent, any one can take his place. 
5. Itis Cheap. The Record provides for a Library of 750 volumes, and costs but $1.25. For a small 
Library, say one half that number, the Record can be used for two years by simply renumbering the 
books. Sent post-paid on receipt of price, $1.25. Published by 
FAIRBANKS & CO., 46 Madison Street, Chicago, Ill. 





PICTORIAL PRIMARY LESSON LEAF, 

Edited by MRS. W. F. CRAFTS (Sara J. Timanus). 
On the International Lessons, containing on beautiful tinted paper, “ The Lesson Story” in Scripture 
language, the “Golden Text,” a “ Lesson Hymn,” “ A Letter to Mamma,” and four or five pictures of things 
mentioned in the lessons, arranged in a new and striking plan. 
These Lesson Leaves, having the weekly lessons, are printed monthly. The price of 100 copies per 
month for one year is $9.00; for a less quantity. one cent each—thus, 20 copies for one year will cost $2.40 
postpaid. A specimen copy will be sent free on application by postal card or letter. ’ 
FAIRBANKS « CO., Publishers, 46 Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 





PUBLICATIONS. 


A book of 200 pages, treating on the proxim! 
and spiritual character of the “Second Advent o 
Christ,” “Kingdom of God,” and other ‘pies of 
interest to every Bible student. Ex. cloth, gilt, 
$1.00; cloth, 50c.; paper. 25c. By mail. - 

Cc. T. RUSSELL, Rochester, N. ¥Y. 


AGENTS WANTED, 


a Week to Agents. $10 Outfit FREE. 
2 P. O. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine, 


a day athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 











a week in your own town. Terms and $5 out- 
fit free. H. Hatuerr & Co., Portland, Maine. 


AGENTS! $8 a day, sure, to all. Write to SIMP- 
: SON & SMITH, New York City. 

r day athome. Samples worth $- 
$5 to 20 ben Stinson & Co., Portland, Maine, 


aday. Employment forall. Catalogues 
, - free. Samples, 25 cen 
uirements in the conducting of Sunday Schools. LTO} 


ts. 
OS. ; & CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 
Church and Pastors’ mental aids in service and study. a 
Hymn-Books, Maps, Marriage Certificates, Cards, Wise MEN © t72vel and seit to Dealers our 





SPRCIAL 8, §. BOOK STORE! 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES, and all modern 














Class Books, &c. an paw satpenatto gate cbimaeye and 
lamp goods, } NG. Salary liberal, busi- 
U. D. WARD, - 


ness permanent. Hotel and traveling expenses paid. 
180 Nasaan St. (up ataira), New York | MONTTOR LAMP CO., 264 Main St.. Covcumati, Ouro. 








D VELING 
7 = 
THE BEREAN QUARTERLY | fl dee -PORAR TORE. 2 st.n 
te, NEM, THOROUGH, Pu ACTICAL, | PRisnbh wa cuit ince Oem ti 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is | ~~ sestniaseepeninegesnsepanainigitecinessnamere 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts.a year. THE FULL mente 4 on WONDERFUL 


Send SEVEN CENTS for a —— men E F 
Moody and Sankey 


Number, and be convinced. * 

NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 805 
In Great Britain and America. Is the latest, fullest, 
and best. Has double the amount of matter, more 


Broadway,(New York. 
NEW ( ( M M EN Th RY and better illustrations, and is every way superior. 
744 large pages. Price $2.00. Be not decsived. Buy 
ON THE WHOLE BIBLE. the best. Agents send for circular with best terms 
By JAMIESON, FAUSSET ann BROWN. ever heard of. Address 
LETE EDITION. 3 > , 

The best Commentary extant. H. 8. sno. & CO... ; 
Commended by the most distinguished scholars & divines. | — __ New Fork, or Cincinnati, O. 
PRICE $7.50. 


For full particulars address, 
S. S. SCRANTON & CO., Hartford, Conn. 











yi 


} . 

Agents’ Directory. 
Entered according to Act of Congress, 1877, 
W NT E D for insertion in the second issue. 

A 4i/ the permanent address of every 
Agent, Canvasser, and Traveling Salesman in the 


United States and Canadas. For full particulars 
send stamp (nothing free) for a copy of 


The Agents’ Herald! 


A 32-column, 8page paper, subscription only 50 
cents a year, circulation over 20,000 and rapidly 
increasing. It reaches more LIVE AGENTS than 
any other paper published in this country. It gives 

eneral information and instructions to Agents. 

ells who want Agents and what for. Whether for 
New Inventions, Patents, Novelties, Toys. Sub- 
scription Books, Papers, Magazines, Patent Medi- 
i ks ivertised in its 
o humbugs advertised in columns, 
= —"s Firms admitted, Over py Ran 
| advertising for Agents in last month’ 
| Agents Wanted! ° ae: Mow. 
| Advertising rates made known on application by 


letter, 
L. LUM SMITH, Publisher, 
136 N, Eighth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
mnt SMITHOGRAPHY! 


PROBABLY *,° 


vention has created such 
& sensation, or met with 
the approval of the press 
and public, so: much as 
this Beautiful and Fasci- 
nating Art. It is so sim- 
ple that children only 8 
years old have learned 
from the printed instruc- 
tions. aps, Engrav- 
ings, Photographs, Let- 
ters, Music. Monograms, 
» Embroidery, Patterns, 

ete., may be accurately 
enlarged to any size. 
Complete Outfit for Shad- 
ing, Painting, and Crayon- 
ing, together with the 
instrument, by mail, only 
$1.25. Many who ordered 
outfits a few months ago, 
are coining money fast 
by teaching the Art or enlarging Photographs. 
Over 100,000 scld during the Centennial. Buy no 
, — _ ) «of | iastrument unless stamped Smithograph Manf’ 
W. L. GREENE & CO,, Publishers of | Qe Ueehtase aod fall papticulars ree? : 

AGENTS WANTED, 


Four Pictures 
FOR $1.00. 


These are not cheap Pictures, but comprise the pai 
of excellent PHOTOGRAPHS, 


‘* MELANCHOLY ”’ 


—AND— 


“ MIRTH,” 


And the pair of finely finished CH ROMOS, | 


“LAKE GEORGE” 


—AND— 


“LAKE OF FOUR CANTONS,” | 


Which were offered some years ago as premiums by 
the publishers of the “ Congregationalist.” 

The Photographs are mounted on stiff cardboard, 
and are 14 by 18. They are intended to impersonate 
the characters delineated by Milton in his well- | 
known companion poems, “1] Penseroso” and * L’ 
Allegro.” 

The Chromos are mounted ready for framing, and 
are 10 by 12. They form a beautiful pair, illustrative 
both of American and Swiss scenery. and are pecu- 
liarly suited, by reason of their similarity in subject, | 
treatment, and coloring, to be companion pictures. 

The selling price of the four pictures was $4; but 
we have no further use for them as premiums, we 
now offer the balance on hand at the merely nominal 
price of Fifty Cents for either pair, or One Dollar for 
the four. They may be taken at our counter, or they 
will be sent by mail, postpaid. All orders should be 
sent with the money to 








The Congregationalist | 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


REMOVAL. 


New England Depository 


OF THE 


AMERICAN 


Sanday Schoo! Union 


Has Removed to the Large and Cen 
trally Located Store 


Wo.T7 Beacon St. 


(Congregational Building.) 








With greatly increased facilities, we are prepared 
to furnish Sunday-schools with everything needed 
in the work. Special attention is invited to our 
large stock of Superintendents’, Teachers’, and 
Scholars’ Helps on the Lessons, Special care given 
to the selection of NEW LIBRARIES and refur- 
nishing old ones. 

TEACHERS’ BIBLES, 


In a great variety of styles, at lowest prices, Every- 
thing offered on the most favorable terms, 


Best Discounts given. 
Address orders to the 


AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
No, 7 Beacon Street, Boston. 


JAMES A, CROWLEY, Agent. 
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SCATTENCOOD 


BISSEL’S 
Patent Revolving, Bookcase. 


For keeping books of reference, etc., within a 
reach of your chair. With shelves only, or wit 
drawers, pigeon-holes, etc. Ready and made to 
order, sib to $45. Send for price list. 


A. T. BISSEL & CO., 249 S. Sixth St., Phila. 








THE DINGEE & CONARD CO'S 


ROSES 


strong Pot Plants, suitable for immediate flow- 
sring, sent safely by mail, postpaid. 5 splendid 
varieties, your chotce,all labeled, for $13 L2 for $25 
{9 for $35 for $43 35 for $5. For 10 cents each 
idditional, one M ificent mium Rose 
0 every doliar's worth ordered. Send forour NEW 
GUIDE TO ROSE CULTURE, and choose 
‘rom over 300 finestsorts. We make Rosesa Great 
Specialty, and are the largest Rose-growers in Amer- 
ica. Refer to 100,000 customers in the United States 
and Canada. THE DINGEE & CONARD CO, 
Rosk-GROWERS. West Grove. Chester Co., Pa 





FOR 10 CENTS, 204 3 cent stamp for postage, we will send 
for one year, the handsome 8-page paper, 


EL PRINTER'S GUIDE 


also our superbly {illustra 100 page 
cy 















and Specimen Book, entitled 


How to Print 


Worth ten times the cost to every Business 
Man and Printer. Address, J.W. Daveua- 








PRINTING PRESS. 
Life and Health without Drugs. 
agents. The only book 
topic. Shows how to apply the treatment and tells 
applicants. J.M.Stoddart & Co.. 723 ¢ hestnut St., Phila. 
GREENWOOD GROVE, 
Rates as follows: Sabbath-schools, 26 cents; other 








“81 Washington St., Boston, 


Address L. LUM SMITH, Preprietor, 


1 SOMERSET STREET, BOSTON, MASS, ' 136 N, Eighth Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


pay & Co., 723 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 
For Cards and Business, the best. Nine styles, from $6.0@ up. 
-ancoast’s great 
BLUE AND RED 
practically treating this 
of many successful cures made by the use of this 
To ff 
EXCURSIONS OF 1877. 
Situated on the line of the Westchester and Phila- 
parties—adults, 40 cents, children, 20 cents. Arrange- 


Publishers, and Manuf'rs of the Celebrated 
work is now ready for 
LIGHT. 
now universally absorbing 
wonderful medium. Circulars and best terms to early 
Now is the time to make arrangements for 
delphia Railroad. No charge for the use of grounds. 
ments can be made at Depot, 3lst and Chestnut Sts. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
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INSURANCE. 


1825. 1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $400,000.00, - - Assets, $1,655,717.20. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
434 WALNUT STREET. 
CASH CAPITAL, - . . $200,000 
DIRECTORS: 
NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President. Vice-President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, | THOMAS KENNEDY, 
3 c SLEY, JAMES HUNTER, 
y HENRY HAINES, 
WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
JOHN 8S. WHILLDIN, 
DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
J. B, SHEPPARD, 
W. C. HAMILTON, WM. A. LEVERING, 
J.8. ELWELL, D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 
WM. H. HAINES, Secretary, 
JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 


IF YOUR WASTE PIPES 
ARE STOPPED, 


Instead of sending for a 
Plumber, 
Use one of our 
RUBBER 
ELASTIC FORCE CUPS. 


Sent by mail on receipt of 
price. 


50 Cents. 
D. HODGMAN & CO. 


Sole Manufacturers, 
27 Maiden Lane, 
NEW YORK. 
Send for description. 


THE PERMANENT 


International Exhibition, 


MAIN BUILDING, 
CENTENNIAL GROUNDS, 


Will be open on and after May 10th, 1877, with a well- 

lassified arrang tof exhibits, so displayed as 
pe — the advantageous inspection and study 
of them, 


Ores and Minerals, 
Glass and Ceramics, 
Artistic Furniture, 
Household Articles, 
Manufacturing Processes, 
And Chemical Products. 
Special collections of 
Educational Appliances, 
Philosophical Apparatus, 
Engineering Models, 
And innumerable artieles showing the 
Fine and Industrial Arts, 
Tue Decorative anp THe Uservt. 
In a few words, Twenty Acres of selected natural 


or industrial products, representing the skillful 
achievements of mankind in 


All Parts of the World. 

A grand Music Sranp, occupying the north end of 
the main transept, has seats for a chorus of twenty- 
five hundred persons, and Organ or other 

Concerts 


Will be given Arrernoons anp Evenines. The 
Grand Diorama of 


Washington at Yorktown 


Is shown without extra charge, also a life-like tab- 
leau of the signing of the 


Declaration of Independence. 


The Price of Admission is 25c. 
The visitor may, without extrac 


‘HIRAM MILLER, ° 
B. B. THOMAS, 
F. W. KENNEDY, 








, Visit the 
Industrial Art Museum in Memorial Hall, Horticul- 
tural Hall, and the Botanical Garden, returning (with- 
out further payment) to the Permanent Exhibition. 


All desirable conveniences have been provided in 
the way of Waiting-rooms, Beagege rocene, Lunch 
Counter, and Dining-Room in the Department of 
Public Comfort. 


The best place for Excursion Parties to be found 


in America. 
D. TORREY, 
General Agent. 


$3 PRINTING PRESS 
\ Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
| any press. Larger sizes for large work. 

your own printing and advertising 
and save money. Excellent spare hour 
amusement for young orold. Can be 
made a money business any- 
where. Send 3c. stamp for large cata- 










Zuccato’s Patent Papyrograph. 


Over 1000 Autograph copies can be made from one Writing, 
Design, Engraving, Notice, Report, Review, Price List, Specifica- @ 
tion, Examination Paper, etc., by the use of an ordinary Copying 
Press. 

The process is so simple and plain that it may be worked 
cccmmaiilig by any office boy, at the rate of from 300 to 500 
copies an hour and at a very small cost, 


BUSINESS MEN 








IN 
ALL DEPARTMENTS 
find it invaluable, and a ready means of ad- 


vertising. 
CLERGYMEN 
AND 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 

Are using it with great success in producing 
Orders of Exercises, Charts, Invitation Cards, 
Circular Letters, ete. We have hundreds of testimonials as to its economy and great practical use. 
J. V. Farwell & Co., of Chicago, Ill., say: ‘“‘ We are now using four Class A sets of Zuccato’s Patent Papyro- 
graph for multiplying copies of letters in our handwriting to our customers. We find it simple and 
perfect in its operation, and that it comes fully up to what we were led to believe by the representa- 
tions of the agent.” 

A. 8. Barnes & Co., of New York, say: “We concur with the many favorable opinions as to the 
convenience and usefulness of your Papyrograph. We think it is all you have ever claimed for it, and 
we — there can hardly be a business where it will not become a necessity, when once it has been 
use . 

Dr. J. H. Vincent writes us: “I do not hesitate to give an enthusiastic testimonial of the value of 
the Papyrograph. It is one of the greatest inventions of the age for Sunday-school superintendents, the 
Sunday-school teacher, the normal class, the pastor. I have used it for notices, outlines of lessons, 
circulars, cards, etc. I write out what I want, pass the sheet over to my boy of thirteen, and in a short 
time he gives me as many copies asI call for. He likes the work, and the instrument is a great saving 


of strength and money. Every minister should own a machine. Every Sunday-sehool should invest 
in one.’ 


Send for circular and catalogue of prices. 


THE PAPYROGRAPH CO., 43 and 45 Shetucket Street, Norwich, Conn. 
W. H. LATHROP, Agent, 134 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


AND WITH VICTORY CROWNS 


Dobbin's Electric Soap. 


On September 28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 
by the Centennial Judges 


THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 
THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 
HONORABLE MENTION. 


AS MAKING THE 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, and is really a victory over 
the WHOLE WORLD. The following is their Report, on which we received the Award: 

“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. This Soap was the only 
PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
rosin, salsoda, clay, silicate, or some other adulterating compound, and the chief aim of American Soap 
Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 
— and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 


XOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. Please try it, and see how infinitely superior 
it is to all others. 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send any of our readers, who will write for 


it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP to try. send 
at once. 





\CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


The perfume of Coreate & Co.’s CasHMERE Bovuquer Extract and 
TorteT Powper will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 
lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKERS 


Before ordering papers for the summer season would do well to send for specimen copies of 


OUR MORNING GUIDE, 


EDITED BY ALEXANDER CLARK, D.D. 
Weekly Edition, $1.00 per year. In clubs of 10 or more to one address, 50 cents. 


Semi-Monthly Edition, 50 cents per year. In clubs of 10 or more to one 
address, 26 cents. 


Address, James Robison, Publisher, Pittsburgh, Pa. 














WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing UndertaKers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 


Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 


BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alkaline strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 








logue to KELSEY & CO,, Manuf's, Meridea, Conn. 








let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
ing the Night or Day, W. James Arrwoop. ., Boston. 


Rostnson Bros. & Co. 


WORTH REPEATING. 


THE PUNISHED. 


{Ella Wheeler in The Galaxy for June.]} 


Not they who know the awful gibbet’s anguish, 
Not they who, while sad years go by them, in 
The sunless cells of lonely prisons languish, 
Do suffer fullest penalty for sin. : 


‘Tis they who walk the highways unsuspected, 
Yet with grim Fear forever at their side, 
Who clasp the corpse of some sin undetected, 
A corpse no grave or coffin-lid can hide. 


‘Tis they who are in their own chambers haunted 
By thoughts that like unwelcome guests intrude, 
And sit down uninvited and unwanted, 
And make a nightmare of the solitude. 





PREACHING TO CHILDREN. 


{Chor Episcopos in The Presbyterian.] 


I am sorry for the pastor who, either from 
disinclination or some supposed want of 
natural ability to interest the young, does 
not frequently address himself especially to 
the children of his charge. He not only neg- 
lects the command of his Master, “Feed 
my lambs,” and loses his influence with a 
most important part of his flock, but misses 
an essential element of intellectual culture 
and growth. The preparation of a sermon 
for children is not a matter that can be 
slightly and hastily made, unless one is 
willing to make a decided failure. A few 
moments spent in looking up a subject will 
not suffice to prepare suitable food for young 
minds and hearts. It will not hurt a minister 
occasionally to say a word to the children 
in his ordinary Sabbath ministration, and it, 
peradventure, might be no serious injury to 
a sermon if, in the preparation of it, the 
pastor should pause and ask, when he has 
written a remarkably eloquent sentence, 
bristling with hard words and philosophical 
phrases, “ How many of the children of my 
congregation will understand what I am 
saying?” 

Children will often listen attentively and 
intelligently to a sermon addressed to the 
older se, Ti of the congregation. Some 
of the thoughts which have fixed themselves 
most indelibly in my own mind were re- 
ceived when I was but a child, the utterances 
of some plain and earnest preacher, who 
paused in the midst of his discourse to say a 
word to the children that were among his 
hearers. 
Yet, as a cultured and thoughtful man 
does not always wish to forego the display 
of truths and thoughts which are only food 
for the strong, and finds it needful to use 
words which are not yet familiar to a child, 
he ought to have frequent services especially 
for the children, and address himself only to 
them. If their parents and friends choose 
to be present, he must forget that they are 
there, and not attempt to adapt himself to 
both classes of hearers. He need not fear 
the older listeners will be uninterested or 
unedified by his sermon to the young, but 
will find that what has attracted the atten- 
tion of the child has reached the heart of the 
parent. 
My impressions of the value and dignity 
of this work were first awakened when in 
college by hearing Dr. John Todd in one of 
his inimitable addresses to children. It was 
all written out carefully, and uttered in the 
eculiarly harsh tones of the speaker, who 
fad certainly nothing remarkably attractive 
in his looks, or gesture, or voice. Yet in all 
that vast crowd there was not one who did 
not listen with the most fixed attention, and 
with unabated interest. Not an eye was 
turned from him, not a look or gesture of 
impatience was noticed from the beginning 
to the end of his address. I have never 
forgotten that seene. He spoke directly, and 
only to the children. He did not seem to 
think he had any but children among his 
auditors. Yet professors, clergymen, stu- 
dents, and citizens listened to him with as 
fixed attention and interest as if he had 
written his address for them, or were reading 
a Concio ad Clerum. I felt then (and 
have never changed my opinion) that among 
the “best gifts” which a minister ought 
earnestly to covet, and which he should con- 
stantly labor to attain, is that of preaching 
to children. 


WOMAN'S BEST SPHERE. 


[From The Christian Register.]} 


The great demand of the present day for a 
higher education for women does not seem 
to us to be always rightly directed. It is 
true that every woman ought to be more 
educated than women are; so ought men to 





be. But the general New England idea, and 
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perhaps everywhere the idea of cultivated 
society is, that education means the knowl- 
edge and culture that is to be obtained from 
books, and hence that schools and colleges 
are the all-sufficient instruments of educa- 
tion. As young men that can afford it go to 
college, young women, it is thought, must 
go to college too. But young men attend 
college usually for the ag of an educa- 
tion which shall enable them to get their 
living ; and young women for the most part, 
have no expectation of using their ce 
culture as a means of subsistence. Some 
think that they shall become lawyers, physi- 
cians, preachers, teachers. Some think, too, 
that they may become statesmen, and they 
want to be ready for the new position, when 
the legislative hall, the bench, and the secre- 
tary’s portfolio are to be brought within 
their reach. But the prospect is that few 
women will ever be professors in colleges, or 
secretaries of war, or will exercise what are 
called the professions. Marriage, for the most 
part, comes in to cut off their public career, 
and neither men nor women, in general, 
lament that marriage takes the place of pro- 
fessional and public life. 

Young men do not receive the whole of 
their professional education by means of their 
college course. They are always more or 
less connected with the busy world of men 
and things; and as soon as the book-educa- 
tion is brought to an end, young men are at 
once immersed in such affairs as give them 
the most important part of their necessa 
education. It will always be difficult for 
women to mingle in the affairs of the world 
asmendo. “There’s a divinity that hedges ” 
them about—we say it without any mawk- 
ish sentimentality,—so that a woman can- 
not go about the streets at all hours of 
day and night like a man, nor go to all 
places, the exchange, the wharf, and the 
vessel. Without believing that woman’s 
sphere is any less or else than what each 
woman’s mind and heart and bodily powers 
may fit her for, and that she has a perfect 
right to be President of the United States 
or drive a stage-coach if she wishes to and 
others want her, yet there are many things 
a thousand men can do which not one woman 
in a thousand ever has ability or will ever 
have desire to do. . . . Some women want 
to be men. They believe that man is the 
superior being; that if he is not by nature 
superior, he has somehow secured superior 
opportunities and privileges; some girls, in 
consequence , make their dress approach as 
near to a man’s as they can. They talk 
“slang” like a man. They want a man’s 
education, and to engage in the same pur- 
suits. Let them, we repeat, do and be 
whatever nature has given each one of them 
capacity for being. Doubtless some of them 
would far surpass many men in men’s own 
vocations, But a woman who envies man 
has, it seems to us, never risen to a concep- 


ae the dignity and capacities of woman- 
100d, 


CHRISTIAN UNION 


EXTRAS. 


No. 1. OUR CHURCH WORK: A Series of pa- 
ers by the Rey. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., D.D., on 
Church Work. Setting forth in three articles: 
Ingathering, Training, and Work, the methods 
adopted by the Church of the “Holy Trinity,’ 
(New York City,) and the results attained. 


No. 2. HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE, by the 


Rev. Lyman Abbott. In four articles: Means of 
Study; Methods; More about Methods; and 
Studying the Sunday-School Lesson, Giving 
plain and practical directions to Sun iay-school 
teachers and other lay students of the Bible what 


books to get, and howto use them in Bible 
study. 


No. 3. HENRY WARD BEECHER IN THE WEST 


(with Steel-plate Engraving of Mr. Beecher). 
Comprising a brief account of his Western Trip, 
together with “ Notes by the Way,” in which he 
has given sketches of the people and places on 

his route, 
THE CHRISTIAN UNION is a comprehensive Family 
Religious Newspaper. Terms, $3.00 per year, post- 
age prepaid. To Clergymen, $2.50. To new sub- 


seribers on trial for three months, 75 cents. Send 
for Sample Copy. 








4&z- Sent post-paid on receipt of 15 cents. or any 
two numbers for 25 cents. Address 


HORATIO C. KING, Publisher, 
27 Park Priace, New York. 


Exxecant Carpe, 20 es. nam 
? paid. GEO. I. RE 2 OO Ham ty Post 





PUBLICATIONS. 


MARK TWALN’S © 


A volume every ed- 
itor, or literary person, 


should possess. — New 
York fi . 








The most ingenious, 
neat, and handy Scrap- 
Book of the age.—CaAris- 
tian Union. 


PATENT PREPARED PAGE 
SCRAP-BOOK. 


It avoids all the trouble of paste or mucilage.— 
Rural New- Yorker. 7 

A neat affair, and it now becomes as eas 
away a scrap as it is to stampa letter.—. 
Gazette. 


-_ 
— 
— 
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-_ 
_ 
_ 





to file 


It leaves nothing to be desired in the way of neat- 
ness and convenience.—Harper’s Weekly. 

Prices from $1.25 to $3.50 each, including 2. 
For sale by all Booksellers and Stationers, or copies 
—_ on receipt of price. Send for a descriptive 

ist. 


SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 


Bianx Boox MAanvFacturers, 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 


Primary Teacher’s Manual. 
For Sunday-School Workers. 
By Mrs. AuicE W. Knox. 


For the assistance of those already using the class 
system, and the many others wishing to introduce 
it, this Manual has m specially prepared. The 
suggestions it contains, however, will be found 
equally helpful to all Primary Class Teachers in the 
Sunday-school. 

In a clear, compact and forcible manner, Mrs. 
Knox explains the system, and gives the results of 
twenty years of careful observation and successful 
— ence as a religious teacher of the little folks. 

t contains a chapter on “ Order,” contributed by 
Mrs. Wm. Gallagher (Miss F. H. McC.), of Chicago; 
A Plan of Review, by Mrs. Maria L. Seymour, of 
New York; and a chapter on “Music,” by Miss 
Jennie B. Merrill, of New York. 

The Appendix contains a series of Suggestive Les- 
sons on Bible History, and The Four Foundations, 
as arranged by Mrs. Knox, and a Primary Catechism 
on Bible Persons, arranged in periods, by Mrs. Mary 
G. Rice. 18mo. Cloth. 40 cents. 

FIRST LESSONS FOR PRIMARY CLASSES ON 
BIBLE PERSONS. 

Arranged in Periods, with simple Questions and 
Answers. By Mrs. Mary G. Rice, 18mo, paper. 
3 cents; 100 copies, $2.50. Published and for sale by 

The American Sunday School 
Union. 
A. Ktexparricx, 1122 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 
G. 8. Scorrexp, 8 10 Bible House, New York. 
J. A. Crow ey, 7 Beacon Street, Boston. 
W. R. Port, 73 ee St:, (near State St.), Chicago. 
8. Paxson, 207 N. Sixth Street, St. Louis. 





THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers Bibles 


May be had at the following 


PRICES. 
Peart 24mo Eprrion, 514x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers__..-..------~----- $1.50 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers_..____- 1.80 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers___------------ 2.25 
Turkey Morocco, flexible or stiff covers___-__- 2.75 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined___. 5.00 
Postage nine cents extra. 
Nonpareit 16mo Eprtiox, 644x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers______---------_--- $2.40 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers___.----.----.- 3.00 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers____--_ 3.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined____ 6.30 
Postage twelve cents extra. 
Minton 8vo Eprrion, 734x544 in. 
Persian Morocco, flexible COVETE 5 nies $4.60 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers_____.__ 5.50 
Loven! Massten Divinity circuit, kid lined... 8.00 


Postage eighteen cents extra, 
For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 
Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for cireu- 


1 
“THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 


New Musical Dramas. 


RUTH, THE GLEANER. | LAST WILL AND TESTA- 
By J. A. Butterfield. MENT. 


* An American Opera in By Kart Mere 

5 acts, worthy the study| *A sparkling amateur 
of real artists, yet not be- | Operetta, for drawing or 
yond the reach of capable concert rooms. Full of 
amateurs, Particulars | Wit and spirited music. 
sent free. Sample copy, ja ng ne special cos- 
in r, $1.00. ume. pecimen copy, 
as $1.00. Circulars free, 


Palmer’s Theory of Music. 


A book for every teacher and student. A clear 
and Simple guide to musical knowledge and composi- 
tion. It covers the whole ground in a manner so 
simple as to be comprehended by the youngest 
pupil. Includes 730 questions, illustrated by 582 
examples. Meets a want never before met. 


Price, $1.00, postpaid. 
PALMER’S SONG HERALD. 


Mr. H. R. Palmer was the originator of the class 
of books of which this is the latest and, by all odds, 
the best. Over 200,000 copies of his ‘“‘ SONG KING” 
were sold. ** SONG HERALD” will domore. It is an 
improvement on all former books for singing 
schools and classes, 

Price, 75 cents; $7.50 per dozen. 


—— and full particulars of Church’s Musical 
Vi: ¥ rere worth of new music, reading 
matter, etc., will sent free on receipt of postage. 


JOHN CHURCH &€ CO., 
Cincinnati, O. 
805 Broadway, New York. 














CHURCH FURNITURE. 





BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 


Superior Bells of and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary ings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted. 

Tiustrated Catalogue sent Free, 

Vaypvzey & Tirt, 102 E. 2d St., Cincinnati. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior baad of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 
aa illustrated Catalogues sent free. 





a a. & R. LAMB, 
CHURCH FURNITURE, 
69 Carmine Street, New York. _ 

Pulpits, Communion Tables, &c., 

always in stock. 8.8. Banners, silk 

and gold, $5.00 each. 

Illus. Catalogues, | Furnitures, 10c. 


























Banners, Texts & Decorations, 10c. _ 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
BARLOWS | 2FAMILY Wasz 
INDIGO-BLUE D. 8. Wirrsenara, Propr., 


233 North Second St., Phila.. Pa 


“ Donavan’s al Tennesseans”’ Slave Cabin 
Singers are vouched for by Rev. Dr. Vincent, Liberal 
terms are offered to Churches and Societies Will be 
in Lehigh and Cumberland Valley, Pa, during April 
and May. Rev Rob’t Vigeon will be two weeks in 
advance to arrange for Concerts. 


MONEY WANTED. 


10 Per Cent. Interest. 


Secured by improved farm and city a worth 
triple the loan at bed rock values, besides insurance 
on buildings. For particulars and references address 


H. B. SMITH, LACROSSE, WISCONSIN. 





GREAT REDUCTION, 


235 PER CENT. IN PRICES OF 


SUNT MANTELS 


WILSON & MILLER, 
1210 Ridge Ave.: 1211, 1213 Spring Garden St., Phila. 


\_/7) MADAME FOY'S 


CORSET SKIRT SUPPORTER 
Increases in Popularity every year 
And for Health, Com: and Style, 
is acknowledged the’ Beat “Article 
of the kind ever made. For sale 
by all leading jobbers and retail- 
ers. ware of imitations and in- 
a Manufactured solely 

y 


OY & HARMON, New Haven, 
Conn. 

















ROGERS’ in Powder. 


Dry. 
Citrate of Magnesia. 


During the bw twenty-five years it has given 
universal satisfaction as a pleasant aperient. It is the 
best medicine for headache, sickness of the stomach, 
heartburn, and all complaints arising from acidity 
bilious and malarial fevers. It cools the blood and 
regulates the bowels. It is superior to Saratoga and 
most mineral waters. For sale by all druggists. 
Prepared by A. ROGERS & SONS, New York City. 


-Maize Flour Toilet Soap |— 
—NMaize Flour Toilet Soap |— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap |— 


A great discovery!—a new soap compound! It 
soothes, softens, and whitens the skin, has wonder- 
ful healing and superior washing properties, and is 
equally suited for the bath, nursery, and general 
toilet. Itis delightfully perfumed, and sold every- 
where at a moderate price. Registered in Patent 
Office, 1876, by the manufacturers. 

McKEONE, VAN HAAGEN & CO., Philadelphia. 








$7.20 PER QUARTER FOR TEN QUARTERS. 


IM cain & HAMLI 
a 





CABINET ORGANS. 


fa 
uf 


CAS 


WORLD'S EXPOSITIONS 
bea 


18753" < 


PHILADELPHIA, 1876. 


Onty Orneans assionsp First Ranx at Cuwrenntat. 
Great variety of styles at prices which would be impowible for 
work uf such dl withe quaied facilities for manufacture. 
EXAMPLES OF NET CASH PRICES: 
Ive octave double reed organ, 
F with tremulant, S 1 00 
ive octave organ, nine stops, 
with voix celeste, 114 
Sold also for monthly or quarterly payments, or rented until 
rent pays, A superior vrgan may now be purchased by the easy 
payment of $7.20 per quarter for ten quarters. Cutalogues free, 
MIASON & HAMLIN ORCAN CO. 
154 Tremont St, 25 Union Sq. ¢™ Wabash Ave. 
BOSTON, BW YORE. CHICAGO. 






















PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 te 14 Copies, - + - 
* 15 to 29 “ eee 
30 Copies and upwards, - 


$2.15 each. 
3.90 “ 
165 * 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


ee 


Suoscriptions will be received for any portion ot 
a year at yearly rates. ; 


Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tuz Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 





SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published ‘monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tux Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 


In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tue Sunpay Scnoor Tres, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tuz Tres. 


—o————_. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - «= § .60 
100 = ome year, - - = 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at rate. 





—)—_—_ 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


10u Copies, three months, - - 
100 = one year, - =.= « 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


————__—— 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


—_—— 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: 


The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 

The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings 

The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is. 6d. 
These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 


this office. 
——9————— 


Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - - - 25 ets. 
Special Notices: per line (as above), - - 30 cts. 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded), - - 5O0cts. 
DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 
5 per cent.on 4 insertions. 
wo « “ 8 
°* 2 
2 «« “« 96 
25 “ “« 59 “ 
aw Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 


Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


—$ -—___— 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


Business Manager, 


| 610 CHESTNUT STREET, Putaperuia. 
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@usiicaTions. 
At 36 Bromfield St., Boston, will be found 


HUTE'S 
UNDAY 
CHOOL 


UPPLY 
TORE 


And depot for Evangelical Literature. 
I have now on hand a stock of that valuable little 
book, 


























The Way and The Word. 


Before leaving Chicago, Mr. Moody promised a 
new book to each of the young converts and inquir- | 
ers who would send in their names at the great Taber- | 


nacle meetings 
The book has been issued under the title of Tux 


| 
| 
| 


Way anv THe Worp, and is a neat little volume, con- | 


taining a treatise on Mr. Moody’s favorite topic, Re- | 


generation ; also his thoughts on Bible study; the | 


whole prefaced with a personal introduction by Mr. 
Moody. 

Ten thousand copies were ordered for distribution 
to the a converts and inquirers; the names 
received amounting to nearly that number. 

64 pages. Price, 25 cts. ; cloth, 40 cts, 


The question is often asked, “Which among the 


CHOICE BIBLES = 


PROTECTING EDGES 


~ KID LINED 





Is the best for actual use by Sunday-school Teach- | 
ers?” 

The following letter from the REV. H. M. PAR- 
SONS, President of the Boston Sunday School Union, 


may lead to adecision. Having been a teacher of 
several — Bible Classes for many years, perhaps 
no man is better qualified to give a practical com- 
mon-sense opinion on the subject: 


Boston, March 19, 1877. 
Mr. Even Saute. 
Dear Sir:—The Bible which I obtained from you 
I consider as standing at the head of all the Bibles 
I have ever seen for practical use by Pastors, Super- 
intendents and 8. 8. Teachers. The binding, with 
its flexible cover, protected edges and silk sewing is 
first class, the references are very full, and the coi- 
lection of tables and indices, with the concordance 
in the back of the book, are of immense value. For 
constant use it is certainly superior to the Bagster 
Bible, being both clearer type and more ready of 
reference, and this [ say after having used the Bags- 
ter for several years. I recommend it to all Bible 
Students as the book for them, 
H. M. PARSONS. 


The price of the above-mentioned Bible in choicest 
binding is $11. In other styles of binding, same size 
type, it can be had for $8, $6, or $5. Smaller sizes at 
less price. 

DescrIPTIVE CIRCULARS WILL BE SENT WHEN 


REQUESTED. 
Eben Shute, 
36 Bromfield St., Boston. 





An Indispensable Requisite 
—FOR EVERY— 
Teacher, Advanced Student, Intelligent Family, 


THE BEST ENGLISH DICTIONARY, 


AUS Cn y 


CPepITION, 
3000 


ZAG S, 





7 - 

W ebster’s Unabridged. 
10,000 Words and Meanings not in other Dictionaries. 
3000 Engravings; 1840 Pages Quarto. 
Four Pages Colored Plates. 


a3” Now contains twenty-five per cent. more mat- 
ter than any other one-volume English Dictionary 
published in this country or Great Britain. 

THE HIGHEST AUTHORITY 

In Great Britain as well as in the United States. 

ae Warmly recommended by Bancroft, Pres- 
eott, Motley, Geo. P. Marsh, Halleck, Whittier, 
Willis, Saxe, Elihu Burritt, Daniel Webster, Rufus 
Choate, H. Coleridge. Smart, Horace Mann, Presi- 
dents Woolsey, Wayland, Hopkins, Nott, Walker, 
Anderson. [more than fifty College Presidents in 
all,] and the best American and European scholars. 
* The best practical English Dictionary 





| ca 


J, ESTEY & COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Front View. No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schools, 
Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCCESS. 


Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 
purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 








SAXE & ROBERTSON, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 
No. 36 EAST Mth ST., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK. 











m4 in all zreat contests, and 
The Victor jrriepasr riety. 
THREE YEARS the ACKNOWLEDGED 
STANDARD of the WORLD—being copied 
not only by the makers of this country, but 
of Europe—will be offered during the present 
conditions of trade at 


GREATLY REDUCED PRICES. 
af were granted our Pianos in the GREAT WORLDS FAIR in 
The Highest Awards canton, oar. . the pat wirennion in PARIS, 


1867; at the INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION in CHILI, 1875; and at the grand CENTEN- 
NIAL EXHIBITION in PHILADELPHIA, 1876. . 


All persons wishing to purchase (or examine) instruments are respectfully invited to visit our warerooms. 


CHICKERING & SONS, 
CHICKERING HALL, 
FIFTH AVENUE, corner EIGHTEENTH Street, New York City. 


W. H. DUTTON & SON, 
1301 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 
P, 8.—A Written Guarantee—FOR FIVE YEARS—given with every Piano. 








THE 


Taken by Live Schools of All Denominations. 
Al Maga” 
The Little Sower™::°:*:.""":*;| The Golden Lesson‘. si:- 


dest Sunday-School paper in the world, Faultless| day-school Teachers, devoted to Sunday-school les- 
typography, freshness and originality, and beautiful | sons and Sunda -school work. By C. P. Jacobs. 
illustrations. Weekly, in clubs of ten copies. 60 cts. | Fresh, full and vigorous. The best of its class. $1.00 
per year. Monthly Magazine, $1.00 per year. per year. One month on trial FREE. Send for it. 








extant,’*—London Quarterly Review, Oct, 1873. 
“Indispensable to every student of the English 
language.”"—M. RB. Waite, Chief Justice United States 
ALSO 
Webster's National Pictorial Dictionary. 
600 Engravings; 1040 Pages, Octavo. Price $5. 
The sale of Webster is 20 times as great as the 
sale of any other Dictionaries. 
Published by G. 4 C. MERRIAM. Springfield. Mass, 


“A little book, but all of it filled with the very 
finest of the Wheat,” says the Rev. Joseph Cook in 
commending 


a] ‘ Ald A .) 
THE STILL HOUR, 
BY PROFESSOR PHELPS, 
As a help to Meditation and Devotion. 

“In beauty of thought and grace of expression it 
is a classic.”—S. S. Times. 
Plain edition, 60 cents. 

$1 00. 


BOX OV. =D. LOTHROP & CO, PUBIISHERS, 


‘apg p Want SALESMEN on a regular salary of 
WE coor and expenses, 0 sell our 
G08 
& POSTER € CO. Cincinnad, 0. 


A il’s L 
The Little Chief °y3y.. 0-5 | The Good Seed f2.f Eee convement 
pictures-is the eee and finest paper published for | in form, and so perfect in make-up, that it is recog- 


the little ones of the Infant Class. nized as the Model Lesson Paper. 
Weekly, in clubs of ten, only 50 cents per year. 100 copies one month, $1.00; one year, $9.00. 
You are invited to Send for Specimens. Compare them with others, then SELECT THE BEST. 
ADDRESS SHIVEL & SMITH, Indianapolis, Ind. 


of any design or pattern 
made to suit the class or 


Unitep States Corset Co. 
Of New York. 

pure STANDARD CORSET of AMERICA 

for Grace and Beauty of Form, and Perfect 


'S.S. BANNERS 


school at short NER 





Tinted paper, gilt edges, | 


A of all kinds, made to order or te let for 
l Senerenng. purpooss, Orders by mail 

romptly attended to. W.H. LOTHROP, Wall Street 
Perry, Brooklyn, N. Y. Tents for camp-meetings 
| for sale or to let. 


- Savings and Collection Box fr Sunday Schools, 


Money raised easily f 8.8, and Church work by us- 


Elasticity and Comfort to the wearer. If your 
dealer does not keep them, send us with waist 
measure, 50 cents fora Charm .5 cents for 
Beauty—15 cents for A A —$1 for Fifth 
Aventie—or 50 cents for Children’s 
Woven Waist, and we will send them 
post paid, Address P. O, Box 4928, New York. 








ing Be box. Superintendents and Pastors endorse it 
in a re eT notbe ihout them.” 
000 § N 90 DAYS. 
Params: 80. cac 00 hundred. No. AR MAPS, largest variety, published by E. Srer- 
| 50c. ; No, 2, sim Leo. = gg GER, 22 and 2 Frankfort St., New York. Send 


a. WW. Senit sark Bt... Chicago, Fit 


yous NAME 00 KG extra mix. VIS. CARDS 15< 
J. R. HOLCOMB, i. M. at Mallet Creek, Ohio, 


for list. Very favorable terms for canvassers.— 
Largest forei 
America, 
sent. 





book and periodical concern in 
Information and catalogues promptly 


“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORID.” 


Risin Sun 











ISTOVE POLISH 





| 
| 
} 











H.W.JOHNS? PATENT. 


BESTOS 


K MATERIALS. 


Paints, Roofing, Steam Pipe and Boiler Coverings, 
Steam Packing, Sheathings, Fire, Acid, and Water- 
proof Coatings, Cements, etc. Send for Samples, Illus- 
trated Catalogues, Price-Lists, &c. 


H. W. JOHNS’ MFG. (0., 


87 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. 


RUSTIC WORK. 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Set- 
tees, Rustic Chairs, Bird 
Houses, Window Gardens 
Portable Flower Stands, 
Rustie Designs of all de- 
scriptions manufactured 
and for sale. 

Florist’'s Supplies 
IN GENERAL. 

This Hanging Basket 
in five sizes, 8, 914, 11\4, 
13 and 15 inches in di- 
ameter. Price, 75c., $1, 
$1.50, $2.00, $2.50, sent by 
express to any part of 
the U. S., on receipt of 
price. 

Send stamp for Illus- 
trated Catalogue. 


Rastis mfg Co.. 


29 FULTON ST., 
New Yor« Crry. 











THis SET COMPLETE 
In Solid Black Walnut, Ash, or 


Chestnut. 
Elegant Polished Panels. 


Upholstered in Terry, $65, 
Plush, $75. 
25 Patterns of Church Sets in Stock, $45 to $800, 


Medal awarded by the U. S. Centennial Com- 
mission at Philadelphia. 
Photographs and Price Lists sent on application. 


Paine's Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
Boston, Mass, 





ASK YOUR GROCER FOR 


F. A. FERRIS & CO.’S 
UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAMS 


AND BREAKFAST BACON, 


264, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORK. 





WOME GENUINE UNLESS REARING 
OUR PATENTED TRALE-MARK, 


‘light metalic seal, attached to the string, as in the eut. / 


Refrigerator 


With water, milk and 

butter cooler. Best 

food and ice preserver 

in the world. Grand 

Centennial Award. 
Send for book. 


A. M. LESLEY, 
226 West 23d St., N. Y. 








